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China locking
down cities with 18
million to stop virus

By KEN MORITSUGU and
YANAN WANG

Associated Press

BEJING (AP) — Chinese
authorities Thursday moved
fo lock down three cities
with a combined popula-
fion of more than 18 million
in an unprecedented ef-
fort to contain the deadly
new virus that has sickened
hundreds of people and
spread to other parts of the
world during the busy Lunar

New Year travel period.
The open-ended lock-
downs are unmafched in
size, embracing more peo-
ple than New York City, Los
Angeles and Chicago put
together.

The frain station and airport
in Wuhan, the epicenter
of the outbreak, were shut
down, and ferry, subway
and bus service was halt-

ed.
Continued on Page 8
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Passengers wear protective face masks on the subway in Hong Kong, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020.
Associated Press
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To our reader and clients:

In connection with the holiday, Betico Croes Day, Aru-
ba Today will not be published on

Saturday, January 25th, 2019. We will resume our pub-
lication on Monday, January 27th, 2019.

Born: January 25, 1938 - Died: November 26, 1986
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IT'S 6 O'CLOCK SOMEWHERE...

JOIN US!
HAPPY HOUR DAILY

FROM 6-7 PM

SUNSETS | DRINK SPECIALS | FREE PARKING

Tantalize your taste buds with delicious
NMEW bar bites starting at just $8 and the
perfect wine, cocktall or beer!

Located at Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort
J.E. lrausquin Blvd. 75, Palm Beach
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For more information, call 586-6066 ext. 7002

In this Aug. 1, 2018, file photo, Cody Wilson, with Defense Distributed, holds a 3D-printed gun
called the Liberator at his shop in Austin, Texas.

Associated Press

Codadlition of states sue over rules
governing 3D-printed guns

By MICHAEL BALSAMO and
CHRIS GRYGIEL
WASHINGTON (AP) — Aft-
torneys general in 20 states
and the District of Colum-
bia filed a lawsuit Thurs-
day challenging a federal
regulation that could allow
blueprints for making guns
on 3D printers to be posted
on the internet.

New York Attorney General
Tish James, who helped
lead the coalition of state
aftorneys general, argued
that posting the blueprints
would allow anyone to go
online and use the down-
loadable files to creatfe
unregistered and untrace-
able assault-style weapons
that could be difficult fo
detect.

The lawsuit, joined by Cali-
fornia, Washington and 17
other states, was filed in
U.S. District Court in Seattle.
It is likely to reignite a fierce
debate over the use of 3D-
printed firearms and is the
latest in a series of attempts
by state law enforcement
officials to block the Trump
administration from eas-

ing the accessibility of the
blueprints.

Proponents have argued
there is a constitutional
right to publish the mate-
rial, but critics counter that
making the blueprints read-
ily accessible online could
lead to an increase in gun
violence and put weapons
in the hands of criminals
who are legally prohibited
from owning them.
Washington state's afttor-
ney general Bob Ferguson
said a previous multi-state
lawsuit led a federal judge
last year to strike down the
administration's earlier at-
tempt to allow the files to
be distributed.

"Why is the Trump adminis-
fration working so hard to
allow domestic abusers,
felons and terrorists access
to untraceable, undetect-
able 3D-printed gunse" Fer-
guson said in a statement.
For years, law enforce-
ment officials have been
frying to draw attention
to the dangers posed by
the so-called ghost guns,
which contain no registra-

fion numbers that could be
used to trace them.

A federal judge in Novem-
ber blocked an earlier at-
tempt by the Trump admin-
istration to allow the files to
be released online, arguing
that the government had
violated the law on pro-
cedural grounds. But the
administration  published
formal rules on Thursday
that tfransfer the regulation
of 3D-printed guns from the
State Department fto the
Commerce Department,
which could open the door
to making the blueprints
available online. The state
attorneys general argue
the government is break-
ing the law and say such
deregulation will "make it
far easier for individuals in-
eligible to possess firearms
under state or federal law
fo obtain a deadly weap-
on without undergoing a
background check," ac-
cording to the lawsuit. They
also argue that the Com-
merce Department lacks
the power to properly regu-
late 3D-printed guns.
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U.S. general says froop surge in Middle East may nof end soon

By LOLITA C. BALDOR
ABOARD THE USS BATAAN
(AP) — Over the past eight
months, the United States
has poured more than
20,000 additionaltroopsinto
the Middle East to counter
the escalating threat from
Iran that peaked with the
recent missile attack on
American forces in Iraqg.
Despite President Donald
Trump's pledge to bring
froops home, the top U.S.
commander in the Middle
East on Thursday said the
most recent forces to enter
the region could be there
for "quite a while."

"You're here because | re-
quested that you come,"
Marine Gen. Frank McKen-
zie told sailors and Marines
aboard the USS Bataan
amphibious assault  ship,
his voice booming over the
ship's loudspeaker. "I'm not
sure how long you're go-
ing fo stay in the theater.
We'll work that out as we
go ahead. Could be quite
a while, could be less than
that, just don't know right
now."

The Bataan and two other
U.S. warships moved into
the Middle East on Jan. 11.
By Thursday, they were in
the north Red Sea, roughly
50 miles south of the Sinai
Peninsula. They are fthe
latest additions to Ameri-
ca's troop presence in the
region. Since May, their
numbers have grown from
about 60,000 to more than
80,000.

Those increased deploy-
ments came despite two
significant hurdles: Trump's
persistent pledge to end
the wars and bring froops
home, and U.S. Defense
Secretary Mark Esper's in-
sistence that U.S. forces
be shifted to the Asia-Pa-
cific as a bulwark against
threats from China.

In making ifs case for froops
in the Middle East, the U.S.
military points to Iran's Jan.
8 launch of as many as two
dozen ballistic missiles at
two Iragi bases where U.S.
froops were stationed. The
attack was in retaliation for
a U.S. drone strike that killed
Qassem Soleimani, Iran's
fop general.

"Iran confinues to pose a
very real threat,” McKen-
zie told reporters fraveling

with him to the Bataan. 'l
do believe that they are
deterred right now, at least
from state-on-state actions
by our response. And so |
think that while that threat
remains, | think we're in a
period where they're cer-
tainly not seeking to escao-
late anything."

He added, however, that
Iranian proxy forces, who
may strike with or without
direction from Iranian lead-
ers, still present a threat. He
noted that Iranian attacks
against Saudi Arabia last
fall came as a surprise.
“lran is very hard to read,"
McKenzie said. "So | would
say the fact that things
are quiet for a while does
not mean that necessarily
things are getting better."
To help deter additional
Iranian  aftacks, McKen-
zie asked fto have the USS
Bataan Amphibious Ready
Group, which includes two
other ships and a Marine
Expeditionary Unit, divert
from their original mission in
Europe and go through the
Suez Canal into the Red
Sea. There are about 2,500
Marines and 1,500 sailors on
the three ships.

That decision is the latest
move since May to bolster
the American presence in
the region, including the
deployment of the 1st Bri-
gade, 82nd Airborne divi-
sion, to Kuwait and Iraq
after the U.S. Embassy in
Baghdad was attacked.
The U.S. also moved an air-
craft carrier intfo the region
last year. It has left and
was replaced the USS Harry
S. Truman. The Pentagon
has sent additional fighter

jets, bomber aircraft, and

Patriot missile batteries to
Middle East to provide ad-
difional security for U.S.
froops and allies and as a
show of force to deter at-
tacks by Iran.

Those moves have in-
creased the U.S. froop
strength in the region to
more than 83,000, based
on numbers from several
U.S. officials and other gov-
ernment agencies that
track military movements.
Asked about the increase,
McKenzie said he under-
stands the demand for
froops in other parts of the
world, and he has had dis-

cussions with Esper about
the level of risk in the Mid-
dle East.

Esper, who has approved
the moves, islooking closely
at worldwide deployments
in a broader effort fo meet
the needs of the national
defense strategy that iden-
fified China and Russia as
the key future threats. Even
as McKenzie was traveling
to the Bataan, Esper was in
Florida telling reporters that
Russia and China are "mis-
sion number one."

"There's only a finite num-
ber of dollars, a finite num-
ber of froops, so I've got to
figure out, where is the best
place to put them? I've ar-
ficulated in the past that |
want to either return forces
fo the States to improve
their readiness, or redeploy
others" to the IndoPacific,

Marine Gen. Frank McKenzie, the top U.S. commander for the
Middle East, meets with sailors and Marines on the USS Bataan
amphibious assault ship on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020, in the north-

ern Red Sea.

Esper said.

Trump has argued that the
U.S. must get out of the
"endless wars" in the Middle
East. But he has also singled

Associated Press

out Iran as a malign influ-
ence in the region, and af-
ter the Iranian missile strikes,
was quick fo threaten re-

venge.
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In this Tuesday, June 28, 2014, file photo, a customer puts gas in
their vehicle in Miami.

Associated Press

Trump ups mileage proposal
slightly over Obama standard

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Trump  administration s
making a concession on
its proposed minimum fuel
economy requirement for
new vehicles, but environ-
mental groups and a key
Democratic senator com-
plain it does not go far
enough, and sfill falls well
below the requirements set
under the Obama adminis-

frafion.

Fuel economy standards
would increase 1.5% per
year from 2021 through
2026 under the new pro-
posal. That's a reversal from
the Trump administration's
proposal in 2018, which
sought to freeze the stan-
dards at 2020 levels.
Environmentalists and Del-
aware Sen. Tom Carper
hardly cheered the move,
which doesn't come close
to the 5% annual increase
that the Obama adminis-
fration had mandated.
Carper, senior Democrat
on the Environment and
Public  Works  Commit-
tee, released some de-
tails of the latest fuel-stan-
dards proposal in a letter
Wednesday urging the ad-
ministration to scrap its new
mileage proposal as inef-
fective and costly.

"My office's review of the
draft final rule indicates
that it utterly fails to provide
any demonstrable safety,
environmental or econom-
ic benefit to consumers or
the country," Carper wrote
in a letter to the Office of
Management and Budget.
The office reviews pro-
posed regulations before
they are finalized and print-
ed in the Federal Register.
The administration hasn't
released the numbers, but
they are detailed in Carp-
er's letter to Paul Ray, a
management and budget
administrator.

The Trump administration
has billed its mileage stan-
dards as safer and less cost-
ly to motorists, but there's
a growing chorus of crit-
ics disputing that, includ-
ing the Trump EPA's own
scientific advisory board.
The mileage rollback has
become one of the most
fiercely contested rollback
efforts by the administra-
fion, prompting legal bat-
fles with California and
other states and splitting
loyalties of top automakers.
The National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration,
which develops fuel econ-
omy rules, wouldn't com-
ment Thursday. It reissued
a statement saying the rule
will improve fuel economy,
cut pollution and make ve-
hicles more affordable.
When the Trump admin-
istration released ifs pro-
posed "Safer Affordable
Fuel-Efficient Vehicles Rule"
in 2018, it calculated that
the rule would save 12,700
lives in car crashes through
model year 2029. The logic
was that relaxed fuel mile-
age standards would cut
the cost of vehicles, mak-
ing them more affordable
and increasing sales. Since
new vehicles are safer, lives
would be saved.

The proposal pegged the
cost of meeting Obamao-
era requirements at $2,700
per vehicle and said buyers
would save that much per
car by 2025.1
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Shootings in downtown Seaﬂle promphng calls for action

By LISA BAUMANN

SEATTLE (AP) — A shootout
in downftown Seattle during
the evening commute that
left a woman dead and a
9-year-old boy injured was
the third violent incident
this week in a part of the
city long known for ram-
pant drug use and street
unrest.

Business groups implored
officials to improve pub-
lic safety. And while crime
rates in Seattle are low
compared to other big
cities, critics say mayhem
downtown - from shoot-
ings, to drug dealing and
the effects of the city's on-
going homelessness crisis
— makes locals and tourists
feel unsafe.

The Downtown Seattle As-
sociation, a business group,
said in a statement the

Officers attend to one of several shooting victims, Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2020, in Seattle, after a
gunman opened fire in the heavily trafficked downtown area.

area where Wednesday's
shooting happened has

been a high-crime spot
"We call on pub-

for years.

David Duke agrees to pay $5K

to man hurt at Virginia rally

By ANDREW WELSH-HUG-
GINS

Associated Press
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) —
Former Ku Klux Klan leader
David Duke has agreed to
pay an Ohio man $5,000
after the man alleged he
was severely injured during
a white supremacist and
neo-Nazi rally two years
ago in Virginia attended by
Duke, according fo attor-
neys and court documents.
Bill Burke, of Athens, Ohio,
says he was struck by a car
driven by James Alex Fields
Jr. — in a crash that killed
counter protester Heather
Heyer — during the August
2017 rally in Charlottesville,
Virginia.

Burke's physical injuries sfill
require medical treatment
and may be permanent,
and he has experienced
"severe psychological and

emotional suffering," ac-
cording to Burke's May
2019 federal lawsuit.

The lawsuit names mul-

tiple defendants, including
Fields and Duke. Burke on
Tuesday accepted an "of-
fer of judgment" from Duke
for $5,000, according to
court records and Duke's
attorney.

The judgment "is a step in
the right direction for those

i:\‘

In an Aug. 12, 2017, file photo, David Duke arrives to give re-
marks after a white nationalist protest was declared an unlawful
assembly, in Charlottesville, Va.

who refuse to be silenced
or infimidated by white su-
premacy,” said Michael
Fradin, representing Burke.
Kyle Bristow, a lawyer rep-
resenting Duke, noted that
Duke "categorically and
vigorously denied" the alle-
gations in the lawsuit.

"I merely attended a rally
to defend the heritage
and rights of European-
Americans," Duke said in a
statement provided by Bris-
fow. "l have always been
dedicated to non-violence
and human rights, and |
condemn violence."

The "Unite the Right" rally on
Aug. 12, 2017, drew hun-

Associated Press

dreds of white nationalists
to Charlottesville to protest
the planned removal of
a statue of Confederate
Gen. Robert E. Lee.

In December 2018, Fields
was convicted of first-
degree murder in the Kkill-
ing of Heyer and multiple
charges for injuries caused
to others in the car attack.
He was sentenced to life in
prison plus 419 years. He is
appealing his convictions.
Fields, of Maumee, Ohio,
already is serving life sen-
tences after accepting a
plea agreement in a sepa-
rate federal hate crimes
case.d

Associated Press

lic officials to devote the
resources necessary fo im-
prove safety in downtown,"
the group said. "We say
enough is enough.”

Three people, including the
boy, remained hospital-
ized Thursday after police
say several people opened
fire, killing a woman. It was
the third downtown Seattle
shoofing in two days.
Authorifies began receiv-
ing calls of multiple gunshot
victims aft about 5 p.m.,,
said Seattle Fire Chief Har-
old Scoggins. The person
who died was a woman
in her 40s, fire officials said.
Seven people were freat-
ed for gunshot wounds,
said Harborview Medical
Center spokeswoman Su-
san Gregg.

The condition of a 55-year-
old woman was upgraded
from critical condition to

serious and a 32-year-old
man and the boy were list-
ed in satisfactory condifion.
Amazon, which has offices
nearby and is the city's larg-
est employer, said two of ifs
workers who happened to
be passing by were wound-
ed, but their injuries were
not life-threatening.

"We are deeply troubled by
last night's events in Seattle
and our thoughts go out o
everyone impacted by this
fragedy," Amazon said in a
statement Thursday.

Video showed several peo-
ple firing weapons after the
dispute outside a McDon-
ald's. Police including homi-
cide and gang units were
investigating.

"This is not a random inci-
dent, there were multiple
people involved," said Po-
lice Chief Carmen Best.
"There was a dispute that
happened in front of the
McDonald's, people pulled
out guns, shots rang out,
people ran in various direc-
tions."

Seattle Police said via Twit-
ter Thursday they were
searching for two suspects
considered armed and
dangerous: Marquise Lo-
frelle Tolbert and William
Ray Tolliver, both 24.. Re-
cords show both have
lengthy arrest records.
Samantha Cook said she
was in a nearby frain sta-
fion when she heard gun-
fire Wednesday.

"I was on the first set of es-
calators," Cook told The Se-
aftle Times. "There were a
lot of gunshots that started
going off — maybe 10 or
11. It was just rapid fire."d
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Prosecutor: DNA maich leads to Florida 'pillowcase rapist’

By CURT ANDERSON

AP Legal Affairs Writer
MIAMI (AP) — A DNA
match has led to a Florida
man prosecutors suspect
is the "pilowcase rapist"
responsible for numerous
sexual assaults of women in
the Miami area during the
1980s.

Robert Koehler, 60, was ar-
rested over the weekend
in Brevard County and was
being held without bond
Thursday after his transfer
fo a Miami jail. He faces
charges in one assault
though authorities say as
many as 25 victims could
be involved.

Miami-Dade State Attor-
ney Katherine Fernandez
Rundle said it will take time
to locate victims and de-
termine if there is enough
evidence to prosecute all
of these cases. The rapes
occurred between 1981
and 1986.

She said the arrest of Koe-
hler will "hopefully bring
some justice and some
measure of peace" to the
victims. Rundle also said
quick work by lab tech-
nicians coupled with im-
provements in DNA tech-
nology led to the arrest.

Robert Eugene Koehler in court at his first appearance before
Judge David Silverman via closed circuit Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2020
at the Brevard County Jail in Sharpes, Fla.

'"They did a phenomenal
job," she said. "lt's going to
take some time. But we feel
confident that there are a
number of sufficient cases
that we can prosecute.
We want fo ensure that
this man is never, ever free
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again.”

Authorities  in Brevard
County also found a pit of
sorts had been dug under
Koehler's house, according
fo a search warrant. They
also said they found several
safes containing women's

jewelry and other items,
including a nail file, that
might be linked to some of
the crimes.

The "pillowcase rapist" was
so named because he
used a pillowcase or other
fabric to cover the faces of
his victims, usually after he
broke info an apartment or
fown home.

The assaults were often
committed at knifepoint,
authorities said.

Alfredo Ramirez, director
of the Miami-Dade Police
Department, said the in-
vestigation was a massive
one encompassing much
of South Florida. The series
of assaults terrorized South
Florida for the early 1980s.
"A lot of sweat and tears
was put into this case,”
Ramirez said. "We're going
fo make sure he stays in
jail.”

According tfo an arrest war-
rant, investigators obtained
a DNA sample from Koe-
hler's son following an un-
related arrest. That sample
was linked to one of the as-
saults, leading detectives
to Brevard County where
they followed Koehler to
obtain DNA samples from
objects he touched.

They had a match.

When he appeared in Bre-
vard County court before
his transfer to Miami, Koe-
hler blurted out that he was
"not guilty" of the assaults.
He was convicted in a 1990
rape in Palm Beach County
and sentenced to probao-
fion, which he later violat-
ed and served 120 days in
jail.

That case, however, was
never linked to the series
of assaults in Miami and
elsewhere in South Florida.
Rundle said that was main-
ly because DNA samples
were not yet mandatory.

A task force launched in
the 1980s to search for the
attacker was disbanded in
1987, but was recently re-
vived by the Miami-Dade
Police Department's cold
case squad.

"No matter how long ago
it happened, we will never
forget," Ramirez said.
Authorifies  said  Koehler
had worked as an electri-
cian while living in Palm
Bay, Florida.

Rundle said victims could
be living anywhere now.
She urged them to call a
hotline set up for this case:
305-547-0441.1

Need a legal pot shop in
California? Grab your smartphone

In this June 28, 2017, file photo, workers put barcode stickers on
jars of marijuana at the Desert Grown Farms cultivation facility
in Las Vegas.

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Want
to find a legal marijuana
shop in Californiae Grab
your smartphone.

In another step to curb the

Associated Press

state's flourishing illegal pot
market, California regula-
tors proposed rules Thurs-
day that would require le-
gal shops to post a unique
black-and-white code in
storefront windows to help

consumers identify licensed
businesses.

Shoppers could use their
smartphones to scan the
familiar, boxy label known
as a QR code — similar to
a bar code — to determine
if a business is selling legal,
tested cannabis products.
The codes also would be
required when fransporfing
or delivering cannabis.
"The proposed regulo-
fions will help consumers
avoid purchasing cannao-
bis goods from unlicensed
businesses," said Lori Ajax,
who heads the state's Bu-
reau of Cannabis Control.
"These requirements  will
also assist law enforcement
in distinguishing between
legal and illegal transpor-
tation of cannabis goods."
California — the world's
largest legal pot market
— kicked off broad, legal
sales in January 2018.1
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Michelle Carter, of texting
svicide case, freed from jail

By PHILIP MARCELO
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — Michelle
Carter, the woman con-
victed of manslaughter
for urging her suicidal boy-
friend fo kill himself in text
messages that included,
"Just do it, babe," was re-
leased from jail Thursday af-
ter more than three months
was shaved from her sen-
tence for good behavior.
Carter, 23, walked out of
the Bristol County jail in
Dartmouth, Massachusetts,
wearing the same white
blazer, dark slacks and a
dark turtleneck she wore
last February, when ajudge
ordered her to begin serv-
ing a 15-month sentence.
The Plainville native didn't
speak as two jail staffers es-
corted her to an SUV where
her lawyer and parents
were waiting for her. She
also declined to speak to
reporters later Thursday as
she reported to her probao-
tion officer.

State officials say Carter's
probation ends Aug. 1,
2022. She also can't have
any contact with her late
boyfriend Conrad Roy llI's
family and can't profit from
her story during that fime.
Roy's mother, Lynn Roy,
said Thursday she's looking
forward to a "new chapter"
in her life.

"It is now time to focus on
the positives in my life,"
she said in a statement. "l
will continue to honor my
son every day, keeping his
memory and spirit in my
memory, and to find ways
fo help others who may be
experiencing what | have

experienced."
Roy's aunt Becki Maki ac-
knowledged the fam-

ily is "disappointed” Carter
wasn't required to serve her
full sentence, but said that
it still "doesn't change that
Conrad is forever gone."

Bristol County Sheriff Thom-
as Hodgson, who oversees
the jail where Carter served
her sentence, said he un-
derstood how Carter's re-
lease could be painful for
Roy's family and others. But
he said Carter had been a
"modelinmate" who stayed
out of trouble and par-

ficipated in jail programs,
which under state law al-
lowed her to accrue time
off her sentence.

Carter's release comes af-
ter the U.S. Supreme Court
declined last week to hear
her lawyers' appeal of her
involuntary  manslaughter
conviction in Roy's 2014
death.

It also comes after she was
denied parole in Septem-
ber. State parole board
members said in their de-
cision that they 'remain
froubled" that Carter not
only encouraged Roy to
kill himself, but also actively
prevented others from in-
tervening.

Carter's case garnered
national attention, includ-
ing an HBO special, as it
raised thorny legal ques-
fions about free speech
and provided a disturb-
ing look at teenage rela-
fionships and depression.
It also sparked legislative
proposals in Massachusetts
to criminalize suicide coer-
cion.

In fext messages sent in the
days before Roy's death,
Carter encouraged him fo
follow through with his sui-
cide plan and chastised
him when he didn't.

"The time is right and you
are ready just do it
babe," Carter, who was 17
at the time, wrote in a fext
the day Roy, 18, killed him-
self.

A judge determined Carter
caused Roy's death when
she ordered himin a phone
call to get back into his
parked fruck, which he
had rigged to fill up with
deadly carbon monoxide.
The phone call wasn't re-
corded, but the judge re-
lied on a text Carter sent a
different friend in which she
said she had told Roy to
"get backin."

Carter opted for a bench
frial, an unusual legal strat-
egy that meant a judge
decided her fate rather
than ajury. She also did not
testify in her defense at the
frial.

The state's highest court
upheld Carter's conviction
last February and she was
ordered to begin serving

her jail sentence.

"After she convinced him
fo get back info the car-
bon monoxide filled truck,
she did absolutely nothing
to help him: she did not
call for help or tell him to
get out of the truck as she
listened to him choke and
die," Justice Scott Kafker
wrote in the state Supreme
Judicial Court's decision.
Carter and Roy both lived
in Massachusetts but met
in Florida in 2012 while both
were on vacation with their
families. Their relationship
consisted mainly of tex-
ting and other electronic
communications. Both
teens had depression, and
Roy had made suicide at-
tempts.
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Michelle Carter leaves the Bristol County jail, Thursday, Jan.
23, 2020, in Dartmouth, Mass., after serving most of a 15-month
manslaughter sentence for urging her suicidal boyfriend to kill

himself in 2014.

Carter's lawyers argued in
their Supreme Court appeal
that the conviction should
be thrown out because it
was an "unprecedented"
violation of their client's
First Amendment rights that
suggested "words alone"
are enough fo hold some-
one responsible for another
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person's suicide.

The lawyers also argued
that there was simply not
enough evidence to prove
Carter urged Roy to get
back in his truck to die, or
that he would have lived if
she had called for help or
taken other actions to fry
and save his life.[[]
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Continued from Front
Normally bustling streets,
shopping malls, restaurants
and other public spaces in
the city of 11 million were
eerily quiet. Police checked
all incoming vehicles but
did not close off the roads.
Authorities announced sim-
ilar measures would take
effect Friday in the nearby
cities of Huanggang and
Ezhou. In Huanggang, the-
aters, internet cafes and
other entertainment cen-
ters were also ordered
closed.

In the capital, Beijing, of-
ficials canceled "major
events" indefinitely, in-
cluding fraditional temple
fairs that are a staple of
holiday celebrations, in or-
der to "execute epidemic
prevention and confrol."
The Forbidden City, the
palace complex in Beijing
that is now a museum, an-
nounced it will close indefi-
nitely on Saturday.
Seventeen people have
died in the outbreak, all of
them in and around Wu-
han. Close to 600 have
been infected, the vast
maijority of them in Wuhan,
and many countries have
begun screening fravelers
from China for symptoms of
the virus, which can cause
fever, coughing, trouble
breathing and pneumonia.
Chinese  officials  have
not said how long the
shutdowns will last. While
sweeping measures are
typical of China's com-
munist government, large-
scale quarantines are rare
around the world, even
in deadly epidemics, be-
cause of concerns about
infringing on people's liber-
ties. And the effectiveness
of such measures is unclear.
"To my knowledge, trying to
contain a city of 11 million
people is new to science,"
Gauden Galea, the World
Health Organization's rep-
resentative in China, said
in an inferview. "It has not
been fried before as a
public health measure. We
cannot at this stage say it

"
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A militia member uses an thermometer gun to take a driver's temperature at a checkpoint at a
highway toll gate in Wuhan in centiral China's Hubei Province, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020.

will or it will not work."
Jonathan Ball, a professor
of virology at molecular vi-
rology at the University of
Nottingham in Britain, said
the lockdowns appear to
be justified scientifically.
"Until there's a better under-
standing of what the situa-
fion is, | think it's not an un-
reasonable thing to do," he
said. "Anything that limits
people's tfravels during an
outbreak would obviously
work."

But Ball cautioned that any
such quarantine should
be strictly time-limited. He
added: "You have to make
sure you communicate ef-
fectively about why this is
being done. Otherwise you
will lose the goodwill of the
people."

During the devastating
West Africa Ebola outbreak
in 2014, Sierra Leone im-
posed a natfional three-
day quaranfine as health
teams went door-to-door
searching for hidden cases.
Frustrated residents com-
plained of food shortages
amid deserted streets. Buri-
al tfeams collecting Ebola
corpses and people frans-
porting the sick to Ebola
centers were the only ones
allowed to move freely.

In China, the ilinesses from
the newly identified coro-

navirus first appeared last
month in Wuhan, an in-
dustrial and fransportation
hub in centfral China's Hu-
bei province. Other cases
have been reported in the
Uu.S., Japan, South Korea
and Thailand. Singapore,
Vietham and Hong Kong
reported their first cases
Thursday.

Most of the illnesses outside
China involve people who
were from Wuhan or had
recently traveled there.
Images from Wuhan
showed long lines and
empty shelves at supermar-
kets, as residents stocked
up for what could be
weeks of isolation. That ap-
peared to be an over-re-
action, since no restrictions
were placed on frucks car-
rying supplies info the city,
although many Chinese
have sfrong memories of
shortages in the years be-
fore the country's recent
economic boom.

Local authorities in Wuhan
demanded all residents
wear masks in public plac-
es. Police, SWAT teams and
paramilitary troops guard-
ed Wuhan's frain station.
Liu Haihan left Wuhan last
Friday after visiting her boy-
friend there. She said ev-
erything was normal then,
before  human-to-human
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fransmission of the virus was
confirmed. But things had
changed rapidly.

Her boyfriend "didn't sleep
much yesterday. He dis-
infected his house and
stocked up on instant noo-
dles," Liu said. "He's not re-
ally going out. If he does,
he wears a mask."

The sharp rise in illnesses
comes as milions of Chi-
nese travel for the Lunar
New Year, one of the
world's largest annual mi-
grafions of people. Chi-
nese are expected to take
an estimated 3 billion trips
during the 40-day spike in
fravel.

Analysts predicted cases
will continue to multiply,
although the jump in num-
bers is also attributable in
part to increased monitor-
ing. "Even if (cases) are in
the thousands, this would
not surprise us," the WHQO's
Galea said, adding, how-
ever, that the number of
those infected is not an in-
dicator of the outbreak’s
severity, so long as the mor-
tality rate remains low.

The coronavirus family in-
cludes the common cold
as well as viruses that cause
more serious illnesses, such
as the SARS outbreak that
spread from China to more
than a dozen counftries in
2002-03 and killed about
800 people, and Middle
Eastern  respiratory  syn-
drome, or MERS, which is
thought to have originated
from camels.

China is keen fo avoid
repeating mistakes with
its handling of SARS. For
months, even after the ill-
ness had spread around

the world, China parked
patients in  hotfels and
drove them around in am-
bulances to conceal the
frue number of cases and
avoid WHO experts.

In the current outbreak,
China has been credited
with  sharing information
rapidly, and President Xi
Jinping has emphasized
that as a priority.

"Party committees, govern-
ments and relevant depart-
ments at all levels must put
people's lives and health
first," Xi said Monday. "It is
necessary fo release epi-
demic information in a
fimely manner and deepen
international cooperation.”
Health authorities were tak-
ing extraordinary measures
to prevent additional per-
son-to-person tfransmissions,
placing those believed in-
fected in plastic tubes and
wheeled boxes, with air
passed through filters.

The first cases in the Wuhan
outbreak were connected
to people who worked at
or visited a seafood mar-
ket, which has since been
closed for an investigation.
Experts suspect that the
virus was first transmitted
from wild animals but that it
may also be mutating. Mu-
tations can make it dead-
lier or more contagious.
WHO convened its emer-
gency commifttee of inde-
pendent experts on Thurs-
day to consider whether
the outbreak should be
declared a global health
emergency, after the
group failed to come to a
consensus on Wednesday.
The U.N. health agency de-
fines a global emergency
as an "extraordinary event"
that constitutes arisk to oth-
er countries and requires a
coordinated international
response.

A declaration of a glob-
al  emergency typically
brings greater money and
resources, but may also
prompt nervous govern-
ments to restrict travel to
and tfrade with affected
countries. The announce-
ment also imposes more
disease-reporting require-
ments on countries.
Declaring an international
emergency can also be
politically fraught. Coun-
fries typically resist the no-
fion that they have a crisis
within their borders and
may argue strenuously for
other control measures.]
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Survey: Nearly half of Afghans want U.S. troops out after deal

By TAMEEM AKHGAR
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —
N early half of all Afghans
want U.S. and NATO troops
to leave Afghanistan once
a peace deal to end the
country's 18-year war is
signed with the Taliban,
according to a survey re-
leased Thursday.

The American Institute of
War and Peace Studies
also found that an over-
whelming 80% of Afghans
surveyed said a political
solution was the only way
to bring about an end to
fighting, Twenty percent
said a military solufion was
possible.

The survey found that
46% of Afghans want U.S.
and NATO froops out of
the country once a dedl
is struck, while 33% would
have them stay.

The survey polled 5,038 Af-
ghans in 34 provinces. It
was conducted between
Nov. 23-Dec. 20 and has
a 5% margin of error. Sixty-
one percent of participants
answered online with the
remaining 39% were inter-
viewed in person.

While 57% of those surveyed
wanted the Taliban to evict

the foreign fighters among
them, a surprising 47% of re-
spondents said they should
be allowed to remain in
the country. Many of those
foreigners are believed to
have links to al-Qaida and
other militant organizations.
Washington has been talk-
ing directly with the Taliban
since September 2018,
when the White House ap-
pointed Afghan-American
Zalmay Khalilzad to start
peace talks. The talks are
aimed at finding an agree-
ment to end America's
longest conflict and allow
the U.S. to bring home ifs
froops.

The survey showed Afghans
were divided over the
choice of Khalilzad as chief
negotiator, with 41% favor-
ing his appointment and
39% opposed. A whopping
20%, however, said they
had no opinion.

Of the 5,038 Afghans sur-
veyed, 3,274 were men
andjust 1,764 were women.
A strong 83% of those sur-
veyed said women should
be involved in the peace
negotiations, while just 17%
were opposed.

A peace agreement,
which is being negotiated

Police bust ring
accused of smuggling
10,000 migrants to UK

PARIS (AP) — French and
Dutch police have arrest-
ed 23 suspected members
of a criminal network that
has smuggled as many
as 10,000 migrants from
France to Britain, accord-
ing to the European police
agency Europol.

The network was suspected
of earning 70 million euros
($77.6 million) in profits by
organizing illegal passages
for migrants from Afghani-
stan, Syria, Irag and Iran,
Europol said Thursday.

The migrants traveled to
Britain from around the
western French cities of Le
Mans and Poitiers. Many of
them faced life-threaten-
ing conditions, hidden in
refrigerator trucks crossing
the English Channel by ferry
or undersea train. As many

as 20 migrants were held
in each truck and each
paid as much as 7,000 eu-
ros ($7,760) for the crossing,
Europol said. A suspect in
the Netherlands collected
those payments via an un-
derground banking system,
Europol said. Police seized
firearms and vehicles in five
searches, and the migrants
found during the operation
were taken to safety.

Ton van Lierop, a spokes-
man for Eurojust, said most
of the arrests were Tuesday
in France.

The operation came amid
renewed aftention to mi-
grants risking their lives in
frucks frying to cross the
Channel after 39 Vietham-
ese frying to enter Britain
died in October in a refrig-
erated fruck container..

In this Sept. 11, 2011 file photo, Spc. Angel Batista, 26, left to right, of Bloomingdale, N.J., Spc.
Jacob Greene, 22, of Shreveport, La., and Sgt. Joe Altmann, 24, of Marshfield, Wisc., with the U.S.
Army's 25th Infantry Division, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Battalion 27th Infantry Regiment
based in Schofield Barracks, Hawadii, sit beneath a new American flag just raised to commemo-
rate the tenth anniversary of the 9/11 attacks Sept. 11, 2011 at Forward Operating Base Bostick in
Kunar province, Afghanistan.

between Khalilzad and Tal-
iban negotiators, will leave
it fo Afghans on both sides
of the conflict to negoti-
ate the face of a post-war
Afghanistan.  They  must
decide on constitutional
changes enshrining the
rights of women, media
and free speech. The ne-

gotiations will decide the
future of Taliban fighters as
well as the heavily armed
militias belonging to war-
lords ruling in Kabul.

The majority of Afghans
surveyed said they feared
their homeland would de-
scend into civil war if Amer-
ica pulls out ifs froops with-
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out first getfting a peace
deal.

As Afghans contemplate a
future without a U.S. military
froop presence, in Irag the
killing earlier this month of
Iranian Gen. Qassem So-
leimani has bolstered Iran's
efforts to see U.S. troops
leave Irag.



A woman pauses at a memorial prior to a ceremony in Mon-
treal, Sunday, Jan. 19, 2020, to remember those who lost their
lives in a Ukraine airplane crash in Iran on Jan. 8.

Associated Press

Canada’s TSB says
Iran has invited it to
examine black boxes

TORONTO (AP) — Cano-
da's Transportation Safety
Board said Thursday it has
been invited by Iran to par-
ficipate in the download
and analysis of the flight re-
corders from the downing
of a Ukraine International
Airlines jet "whenever and
wherever' that takes place.
Iran has acknowledged
that its armed forces fired
two Russian anti-aircraft
missiles at the jetliner that
crashed after taking off
from Tehran's main airport
earlier this month, killing all
176 people on board. Fifty-
seven Canadians died and
138 of the passengers were
headed to Canada.

The Transportation Safety
Board said in a statement
it understands that the
plane's flight-data record-
ers — commonly known as
black boxes — are sfill in
Iran and said Iran is assess-
ing options for their down-
load and analysis, includ-
ing doing it in Iran.

Iranian officials have of-
fered contradictory re-
marks on whether they!ll
send the plane's flight data
and cockpit voice record-
ers abroad to be analyzed.
A preliminary report by the
Civil Aviation Organization
said Iranian officials had
asked French and Ameri-
can authorities to send
them "up-to-date equip-
ment" to pull the data in
Iran.

Canada's  Transportation
Safety Board said it will
deploy a second team of
investigators to examine

the recorders whenever
and wherever that activ-
ity takes place. Two other
Canadian safety  board
investigators are heading
back to Canada after six
days in Tehran and two in
Kyiv. The investigators are
still seeking a bigger role
in the probe, but the TSB
says the Iranian authorities
have been co-operative
and helpful.lran may be
hesitant to turn over the re-
corders for fear that more
details from the crash —
including the harrowing 20
seconds between when
the first and second sur-
face-to-air missiles hit the
plane — will come to light.
The government of Can-
ada has said the boxes
should be sent quickly for
analysis by experts in either
France of Ukraine.

The Guard's air defenses
shot the plane down shortly
after it took off from Tehran
on Jan. 8. Hours earlier, the
Guard had launched bal-
listic missiles at U.S. froops in
Irag in response to the U.S.
airstrike that killed Iran's top
general in Baghdad. Offi-
cials say lower-level officers
mistook the plane for a U.S.
cruise missile.

Iranian officials initially said
the crash was caused by
a technical problem and
invited countries that lost
citizens to help investigate.
Three days later, Iran ad-
mitted responsibility after
Western leaders said there
was strong evidence the
plane was hit by a surface-
to-air missile.[]

Tun Khin, President of the Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK, reacts outside the International
Court in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020, after the court ordered Myanmar take
all measures in its power to prevent genocide against the Rohingya.
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Rohingya hail UN ruling that Myanmar
act to prevent genocide

THE HAGUE, Netherlands
(AP) — The United Nations'
top court on Thursday or-
dered Myanmar to do all it
can fo prevent genocide
against the Rohingya peo-
ple, a ruling met by mem-
bers of the Muslim minor-
ity with gratitude and relief
but also some skepticism
that the country's rulers will
fully comply.

The ruling by the Inter-
national Court of Justice
came despite appeals last
month by Myanmar's civil-
ian leader Aung San Suu
Kyi for the judges t o drop
the case amid her denials
of genocide by the armed
forces that once held the
former pro-democracy
champion under house ar-
rest for 15 years.

Judge Abdulgawi Ahmed
Yusuf, president of the
court, said in his order that
the Rohingya in Myanmar
“remain exfremely vulner-
able."

In a unanimous decision,
the 17-judge panel added
that its order for so-called
provisional measures  in-
tended to protect the Ro-
hingya is binding "and cre-
ates international legal ob-
ligations" on Myanmar.
While the court has no
ability to enforce the or-
ders, one international
low expert said the ruling
will strengthen other na-

tions pressing for change in
Myanmar.

"Thus far, it's been states
frying to put pressure on
Myanmar or using ftheir
good offices or ... diplo-
matic pressure,”" said Priya
Pillai, head of the Asia Jus-
fice Codlifion Secretariat.
"Now, essentially for any
state, there is legal lever-
age."

The orders specifically refer
to Rohingya still in Myan-
mar and thus did not look
likely to have an immedi-
ate impact on more than
700,000 of them who have
fled to neighboring Ban-
gladesh in recent years to
escape Myanmar's brutal
crackdown.

Even so, Yasmin Ullah, a
Rohingya activist who lives
in Vancouver and was
in court for the decision,
called it a historic ruling.
"Today, having the judges
unanimously agree to the
protection of Rohingya
means so much to us be-
cause we're now allowed
to exist and it's legally bind-
ing," she told reporters on
the steps of the court.

But asked if she believes
Myanmar will comply, she
replied: "l don't think so."
Myanmar's legal team left
the court without com-
menting. Later, its foreign
ministry said in a statement
that it fook note of the rul-

ing, but repeated its asser-
tion that there has been no
genocide against the Ro-
hingya.

The court sought to safe-
guard evidence that could
be used in future prosecu-
fions, ordering Myanmar to
"take effective measures
fo prevent the destruction
and ensure the preserva-
fion of evidence related"
to allegations of genocidal
acts.

At the end of an hour-
long session in the court's
wood-paneled Great Hall
of Justice, judges also or-
dered Myanmar to report
fo them in four months on
what measures the country
has taken to comply with
the order and then to re-
port every six months as the
case moves slowly through
the world court.

" think this is the court may-
be being much more pro-
active and ... careful in ac-
knowledging that this is a
serious situation and there
needs to be much more
follow-up and monitoring
by the court itself, which is
which is quite unusual as
well," Pallai said.

Rogingya refugees living in
camps in Bangladesh wel-
comed the order, which
was even supported by a
temporary judge appoint-
ed by Myanmar to be part
of the panel.
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Women gather their belongings salvaged from the shacks they

lived in near the airport in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Thursday Jan.

23, 2020.
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Ivory Coast clears
homes near airport
after stowaway death

By ALEXIS ADELE
Associated Press

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP)
— Construction  crews
began leveling homes
deemed too close to the
airport in lvory Coast's com-
mercial capital on Thurs-
day, part of a crackdown
on informal settlements
after a teenage boy died
earlier this month as a flight
stowaway.

The tragedy involving an Air
France jet bound for Paris
underscored the risks that
many in the West African
natfion are wiling to take
for a chance to live in Eu-
rope when they lack visas
and the financial means to
take commercial flights.
Authorities said the evic-
tions would help fo estab-
lish a 200-meter (yard) safe-
ty buffer around the airport
in Abidjan. Many of the af-
fected residents pleaded
for a grace period to allow
their children to complete
the current school year in
July, but government offi-
cials said their homes were
ilegal.

"These occupations pose
air safety and security

problems,” Communica-
tions Minister Sidy Toure
said after a cabinet meet-
ing earlier this month.

The boy's lifeless body
was found after the flight
landed at Paris' Charles de
Gaulle Airport, Air France
said in a statement, ex-
pressing its "deepest sym-
pathy and compassion for
this human tragedy."

While some of the 25,000
residents of the area were
given 45 days notice to
move, demolition crews
began taking down homes
closest to the airport on
Thursday.

The crews even destroyed
the neighborhood mosque,
Imam Issa Sankoudouma
said.

"We said at least leave
the mosque, smash the
homes, but they smashed
everything," he said. "So
the mosque has gone, we
are here, we got what we
could from our homes."
Bernard Assamoi, a
56-year-old electrician who
faces eviction, said resi-
dents can't afford decent
housing. "Our daily life is the
search for food.

In this undated photo released from the Rural Fire Service, a C-130 Hercules plane called "Thor"
drops water during a flight in Australia. Officials in Australia on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020, searched
for a water tanker plane feared to have crashed while fighting wildfires.
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Firefighting plane crashes in
Australia, killing 3 Americans

SYDNEY (AP) — Three
American crew members
were killed Thursday when
a C-130 Hercules aerial wa-
ter tanker crashed while
battling wildfires in south-
eastern Australia, officials
said.

New South Wales Premier
Gladys Berejiklian  con-
firmed the crash deaths in
the state's Snowy Monaro
region, which came as
Australia grapples with an
unprecedented fire season
that has left a large swath
of destruction.

Coulson Aviation in the U.S.
state of Oregon said in a
stfatement that one of ifs
Lockheed large air tankers
was lost after it left Rich-
mond in New South Wales
with retardant for a fire-
bombing mission. It said the
accident was "extensive"
but had few other details.
"The only thing | have from
the field reports are that
the plane came down, it's
crashed and there was a

large fireball associated
with that crash,” said Rural
Fire Service Commissioner
Shane Fitzsimmons.

Foreign  Minister  Marise
Payne said she had con-
veyed Australia's condo-
lences to U.S. Ambassador
Arthur Culvahouse Jr.

"Our hearts go out to their
loved ones. They were
helping Australia, far from
their own homes, an em-
bodiment of the deep
friendship between our
two countries," she said in a
statement.

"Thank you to these three,
and fo all the brave fire-
fighters from Australia and
around the world. Your ser-
vice and contribution are
extraordinary. We are ever
grateful," she added.

The fragedy brings the
death foll from the blazes
to at least 31 since Sep-
tember. The fires have also
destroyed more than 2,600
homes and razed more
than 10.4 million hectares

(25.7 million acres), an area
bigger than the U.S. state of
Indiana.

Coulson grounded other
firefighting aircraft as a
precaution pending inves-
figation, reducing planes
available to firefighters
in New South Wales and
neighboring Victoria state.
The four-propeller Hercules
drops more than 15,000 li-
ters (4,000 gallons) of fire
retardant in a single pass.
Australian Transport Safety
Bureau, the national air
crash investigator, and
state police will investigate
the crash site, which fire-
fighters described as an
active fire ground.

"There is no indication at
this stage of what's caused
the accident,”" Fitzsimmons
said.

Also Thursday, Canberra
Airport closed temporar-
ily because of nearby wild-
fires, and residents south of
the city were told to seek
shelter.
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Puerto Ricans protest in anger over unused emergency aid

By DANICA COTO

SAN JUAN, Puerfo Rico
(AP) — Hundreds of people
joined a protest Thursday
organized by Puerto Rican
singer René Pérez of Calle
13 fame in a demonstration
reminiscent of those that
ousted the island's former
governor last year. Anger
is growing over emergency
aid thatuntilrecently satun-
used in a warehouse amid
ongoing earthquakes.
Protesters began arriving at
the seaside Capitol build-
ing banging on pots and
clapping as they formed a
large circle and demand-
ed the ouster of Gov. Wan-
da Vazquez.

"We've had enough," said
82-year-old Iris Guardiola
as she waved a tiny Puerto
Rican flag. "The people are
tired of the abuse... of the
lack of humanity. | am here
helping those who cannot
be here."

The newest protest un-
leashed debate about
whether Puerto  Ricans

should try to oust Vazquez
as the U.S. territory struggles
fo recover from a recent
6.4 magnitude earthquake
that kiled one person and
damaged hundreds of
homes in the island's south-
ern region. Officials are sfill
awaiting millions of dollars
in federal funds for Hurri-
cane Maria, a Category 4
storm that hit in September
2017.

Protesters hold an image of Gov. Wanda Vdazquez during a protest organized by Puerto Rican
singer Rene Perez of Calle 13 over emergency aid that until recently sat unused in a warehouse
amid ongoing earthquakes, in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020.

One former protest leader,
Rey Charlie, who jumped
to fame after leading hun-
dreds of motorcycle rid-
ers in a demonstration last
summer, said he will not
participate in the most re-
cent one.

"A massive demonstration
like the one last year would
cause great damage,
damage that | think would
be ireparable," he said.
"You are holding up the
economy, you are holding
up aid supplies to victims
in the southern region, you

are paralyzing the coun-
fry...You have to think of
the consequences."

Charlie and other critics of
the recent protests argue
that the most effective
strategy is to vote in the
upcoming general elec-
fions in November, in which
Vdzquez is seeking a sec-
ond term as governor. But
first, she will face Pedro
Pierluisi, a veteran politician
who served as the island's
representative in Congress,
in the primary of their pro-
statehood party. Pierluisi

Associated Press

was sworn in briefly as gov-
ernor last year before the is-
land's Supreme Court ruled
that Vdzquez was constitu-
tionally next in line after for-
mer Gov. Ricardo Rosselld
resigned following massive
demonstrations.

Vdzquez has only briefly
addressed the recent pro-
tests, warning of people
who want to talk about
"negative issues."

"We cannot allow groups
with other interests to di-
vert our attention," she told
reporters on Wednesday.

"We're in a moment of help-
ing people in the south, not
of creating controversy."
Vdzquez came under fire
on Saturday after an online
blogger posted a live feed
of awarehouse in the south-
ern coastal city of Ponce
filled with water, cofs,
baby food and other sup-
plies dating from Hurricane
Maria. A group of people
broke into the warehouse
and began distributing sup-
plies to those affected by
the recent 6.4 magnitude
quake that prompted U.S.
President Donald Trump to
approve a major disaster
declaration for more than
a dozen municipdalities in
the island's southern region.
More than 4,500 people re-
main in shelters.

The governor fired the di-
rector of Puerto Rico's
emergency management
agency shortly after the in-
cident, as well as the secre-
taries of the department of
housing and family, as she
blamed them in part for not
distributing the aid.

The Puerto Rican singer,
Pérez, said people should
not wait until the general
elections to express their
discontent.

"We're not going to wait un-
til November because the
politicians in this country
are not going to wait unfil
November to steal. They're
going to steal starting now,"
he said.

Rio de Janeiro 2019 homicides fall as police killings surge

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — The
number of homicides in
Rio de Janeiro plunged to
a record low in 2019, while
police kilings surged fo a
previously unseen level in
the same year, according
fo official figures.

There were 3,995 homicides
in 2019, down 19% com-
pared to the prior year,
said the security institute for
Rio de Janeiro state. It was
the lowest number since
the state began keeping
records in 1991.

However, as the official ho-
micide rate fell, kilings by
police surged 18% in 2019.
They numbered 1,810, the
greatest amount  since
the state began keeping
records for such killings in

1998.

The number of police killings
fell every month through
December to 124 since the
high of 195 in July.

Police kilings are not in-
cluded in the tally of ho-
micides, and human rights
activists have sounded the
alarm over a lethal ap-
proach that's rarely subject
to scrutiny.

Rio Gov. Wilson Witzel cele-
brated the results on social
media, saying "our security
policy is generating positive
results month after month."
Witzel, who was elected
in late 2018 on a law-and-
order platform, has referred
to criminals as "narco-fer-
rorists" and proposed using
helicopters as platforms

for snipers, who could tar-
get anyone carrying large
firearms. B ringing down
crime is a priority for Witzel,
who aims to shore up eco-
nomic activity by boosting
fourism. Rio is already a top
destination, with  fourists
coming from around the
world for Carnival and New
Year's festivities.

Experts have highlighted
that Rio's frend of falling
crime began in 2018, be-
fore Witzel was sworn in on
Jan. 1, 2019. Furthermore, it
isn't correlated with more
lethal policing in Rio —
even during Witzel's admin-
istration — and it mirrors a
natfional trend, according
to Tulio Kahn, a sociologist
and an associate at the

non-profit group Brazilian
Public Security Forum.
Theories abound as fo the
reason for the national im-
provement — individual
states adopting new secu-
rity policies, easing conflict
between rival drug fac-
tions, demographic shifts,
the transfer of gang mem-
bers to federal prisons, and
even proliferation of smart
phones keeping young
people off the streets. The
most plausible explanation,
Kahn says, is something
else: improvement in Brazil's
economy.

The decline "ishappeningin
various Brazilian states, and
in various crimes," he said
by phone. "That has to do
a lot, in my interpretation,

to do with the economic
crisis from 2014 to 2016. It
was very strong, general-
ized throughout the coun-
fry, and caused a spike in
crime."

Expansion of militias in Rio
may also partly explain
lower reports of shootouts
in Rio. One estimate is that
2.2 million people in the
metro area — out of more
than 12 million residents —
live under the thumb of mi-
litias. Originally made up of
former police officers, fire-
fighters and military men
who wanted fo combat
laowlessness in their neigh-
borhoods, they have come
fo be widely recognized
as a large security threat
themselves.[]
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Investigation Autism Awareness in Aruba hlghhghfed during conference in Hawaii:
FAA research: how do families cope with ASD

ORANJESTAD — Fundacion Autismo Aruba is ready to
launch another important investigation to help improve
the inclusion of people with Autism Spectrum Disorder,
ASD. The Family Situation research follows a successful
investigation on the awareness level of the Aruban society
regarding ASD.

Results of the 2019 Aruban survey on Autfism Awareness
were recently highlighted during the Hawaii International
Conference on Education. The presentation was led by
Ms. Lizeth Alcantar of Coastal Carolina University, who
along with Mr. Matthew Eichenlaub conducted the study
on the level of awareness regarding Autism Spectrum
Disorder in Aruba. Ms. Alcantar and Mr. Eichenlaub
from the Public Health Department of Coastal Carolina
University of South Carolina were in Aruba in 2019 for their
internship at the Fundacion Aufismo Aruba, FAA. They,
under the guidance of FAA board member, Ms. Carolina
Span, executed the research to measure the level of
awareness of the local community of Aruba, on the fopic
of Autism Spectrum Disorder. The research was part of the
advocacy plan of FAA.

Ms. Alcantar together with help from Dr. Royce of the
Public Health department of Coastal Carolina University
and Ms. Span from FAA, decided to make the research
the topic of her Honor's Thesis for her bachelor's degree
in Public Health. The thesis is titled Autism Spectrum
Disorder Inclusivity in Aruba and concluded that the
research showed the moderately high level of awareness
that Aruba’s adult population has on ASD as well as their
knowledge and beliefs. However, a limitation is that the
Aruban population does not know how fo inferact with
children or individuals with ASD.

Impressed by Ms. Alcantar’'s work and the research
conducted by FAA, Ms. Alcantar together with Dr.
Royce were invited to the 2020 Hawaii International
Conference on Education. Ms. Alcantar was asked to
present the findings during presentation her presentation
titted Measuring Knowledge and Awareness to Inform
Education Strategies for ASD Inclusivity in Aruba.
Fundacion Autismo Aruba is extremely proud to see the
findings of this very important research be presented
during an international conference in Hawaii. FAA's main
focus for the coming years will be to achieve the inclusion
of individuals with ASD in the local school system and the
community as a whole. We are off to a great start!

New research

In order to continue to gatherimportant data to continue
to work towards inclusion FAA is launching the next
research in survey form fitled “Family Situation of Children
& Individuals with ASD". This research’s focus group are
parents and other family members close to children and
individuals with ASD.

The survey will open on January 23rd and will close on
February 24th. Students from the University of Aruba,
Elida Arteaga, Natasha Matai, Gislaine Martijn, Joshua
van Spaandonk and Stephanie Richardson will be
assisting in the collection of the data and will also plan an
informational event for all relevant stakeholders.

To complete the survey in English please visit https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/ASDfamily

More information can be found on their facebook page

Fundacion Autismo Aruba or by email fundacion_autismoaruba@yahoo.com.]

CELEBRATE DIA DI BETICO
WITH ARUBA’'S BEST
BRUNCH.

Join us Sunday, January 26, to celebrate Dia Di
Betico with endless brunch and bottomless
mimosas at L.G. Smith's Steak & Chop House.
Rated the #| steakhouse in Aruba by TripAdvisor,
our incredible spread of classic lunch and breakfast
favorites is the perfect way to celebrate.

56 (excluding a 15% service charge)
E
11:00AM - 2:30PM

L.G. SMITH'S ~or reservations call 523.6195

STEAK & CHOF HOUSL

sit LGSmiths.com.
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Send us Your Home Greetings Video

ORANIJESTAD — Aruba Today has a
column called Aruba To Me where
readers are invited to send their fa-
vorite vacation picture along with
a text starting with “Aruba to me is
...". The column grew in popular-
ity and the editorial department
loves seeing this interaction with
our readers.

It is wonderful to share the mo-
ments of joy of our readers who are
vacationing here, but we can also
imagine that there are people who
stayed behind and who are being
missed. Aruba Today would like
to give the opportunity to you as
an appreciated reader to send a
live greeting to your beloved ones
back home. It can be your parent,
child, sister, brother, neighbor who
takes care of the cat, friends ...
name it. Now is your chance, send

What Do You Do

The only thing you need to do
is record a short (maximum 1
minute) video with a greeting to
home from Aruba and send it to
email news@arubatoday.com.
Also please write your name
and where you are from as well
as how long you will be staying
in Aruba. We will post your vid-
eo on the Facebook page and
website of Aruba Today! In case
you prefer to send a text and
picture to have a printed vaca-
fion memory instead of a video,
be our guest.

Please do note: By submitting pho-
tos, text or any other materials,
you give permission to The Aruba
Today Newspaper, Caribbean
Speed Printers and any of its affili-
ated companies to use said mate-

for promotional purposes without website and Facebook page!
compensation.

v i AL :
Pt Y
Wi 1 At

Thank you for supporting our free
newspaper, we strive to make you

us your Home Greetings Video!

rials, as well as names, likeness, etc.

Last but not least: check out our

Eat Like The Locals Do

PALM BEACH — Are you looking for a nice atmosphere to enjoy
Aruba’s exquisite local seafood platters? Look no further. Aqua Grill
offers you a stunning contemporary yet warm environment dinner
setting that many consider a seafood-heaven place that is already
a statement for 17 years with a consistency in upscale dining and
this weekend it's no different.

The eclectic of a modern and a fraditional New England fish house
style appeal and the open-view kitchen and large raw bar décor
adds to the thrill. The special menu this weekend, is deep down de-
licious seafood that is what most are craving for and that is exactly
what you will get. Don't just take our word for it, if you visit TripAdvi-
sor you will see what repeaters are raving about. Welcome to the
one of the most recommended through word of mouth seafood
restaurants by our decade long loyal island visitors.

Taste Of Aruba

This holiday weekend the 24th and 25th of January 2020, Aqua GCirill
is inviting locals and tourists alike to come and taste our amazing
special menu prepared our local catch of the day and a slightly mix
of international touch. The appetizer is a traditional local fish patty
pan-seared and garnished with sweet plantain with pickled red on-
ion and the entre will be a pan-fried snapper or grouper served
with pan bati, funchi and crioyo sauce on the side. If you're tempt-
ed to fry a local dish, you can't miss this invitation. Not to mention
our extensive wine list of over one hundred selected choices that
pares perfectly with our special menu. Many locals and visitors are
already frequent repeat guests, thus we are convinced you will join
that group after your first dinner experience.

Make sure you have your table reserved to experience an amazing
night, where you are being pampered in an exceptional culinary
way with many delicious entrée and desserts to choose from. Res-
ervations can be made through their website at www.aqua-grill.
com/reservation/ or by giving them a call at +297 586-5%00.

Aqua Grill

J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 374

Phone: +297-586-5900

Fax: +297-586-5901

Facebook — Instagram - website

AQUA GRILL

iﬁ

PRESENTS

Betico Da

—————— 24 ¢ 25T ofpecial Neru ——— .'

APPETIZER
West Indian Fish Cake -
Caribbean fish patty and creole seasonings

pan-seared and garnished with sweet plantain,
pickled red onion and hot papaya mayvonnaise

ENTREE

Local Catch Aruban Style

Fresh locally caught fish pan-fried and
served with pan bati, funchi, fried plantains,
and salsa crioyo

DESSERT

Coconut Flan
Locally inspired caconut and caramel custard

SHARE YOUR DINING EXPERIENCE WITH US OM

2020 5

WWW.AQUA-GRILL.COM

ahappyreader every day again.[
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Invest in Aruba

ORANJESTAD — Looking for the
perfect home in paradise? Jen-
niffer Figaroa-Guzman of Homes
by Jenn Aruba Real Estate has
what you are looking for, from
condominiums to houses to
apartments she has everything at
her fingertips.

2

HOMES BY JENN

ARUBA REAL ESTATE

—

Looking to purchase a home?2 My
priority is to make the real estate
buying process as easy as pos-
sible for you. My clients describe
me as always going above and
beyond what other Realtors do
for their clients. | pride myself on
exceptional customer service
and a strong attention to details.
Whether you're relocating fo
Aruba or looking for a vacation
home in Aruba, you'll never find
a more dedicated, energetic, or
focused agent to represent you.

Call today for a no obligation as-
sessment of your needs!

For more information contact
Jenniffer Figaroa-Guzman  at
(+297)-699-8301 or send an email
fo jienn@homesbyjennaruba.
com.d
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Arte Sano Foundation:
Creative Expression for A change of Life

ORANIJESTAD — Arte Sano Foundation believes in social transformation, creating beauty
and changing lives. Founder Claudia Nooren Ruiz-Vasquez works with students from the
local correction institute K.I.A. and students with drug and/or alcohol addictions on a
vocational training base. “We strive to bring back dignity by creating art.”

Arte Sano Foundation is a non-profit organization established in 2012. The name, freely
franslated, means ‘art is healthy’ and that is the main focus: the powerful healing po-
tential of useful work and creative self-expression of the arts. The empowerment of vul-
nerable people in Aruba’s community. Homeless, addicts, youth in prison, youth drop
outfs and guardianship are the target groups.

The products vary and include paintings, lithography's, recycled wood items, recycled
material, textile bags, driftwood, jewelry and t-shirts, all items that are a good memory
to Aruba and with the awareness that they are created by vulnerable locals. The goal
is fo promote economic development through job creation and vocational training.
Claudia: “Many people have someone they know or love that struggles in life with ad-
diction challenges or wrong choices. We aim to break stigmas and give second chang-
es. Everybody deserves that. Aruba has a colorful mix of people that are extremely
creative.”

The foundation’s studio/workshop place is inspired on the Bauhaus movement in Europe
and the Arts & Crafts Movement in the US. "Our curriculum is based on the natural and
cultural heritage of Aruba. The students create unique souvenirs, each with a detailed
explanation of their story behind it.”

For more information please visit Facebook Arte Sano Foundation.

I/ dihs
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Los Angeles Lakers forward
LeBron James (23) dunks with
no one around defending him
during the first half of an NBA
basketball game against the
New York Knicks in New York,
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2020.

Associated Press

Rematch!
James,
Giannis
are All-Star
captains
again

MIAMI (AP) — It'll be an All-
Star rematch: Team LeBron
vs. Team Giannis.

LeBron James of the Los
Angeles Lakers and Gi-
annis  Antetokounmpo of
the Milwaukee Bucks will
be the captains for the
NBA All-Star Game, just as
they were last season. They
earned the captaincies by
being the top overall vote-
getters from the Western
and Eastern Conferences,
respectively. The ofher
starters for the Feb. 16
game in Chicago: Antho-
ny Davis of the Los Angeles
Lakers, Kawhi Leonard of
the Los Angeles Clippers,
Luka Doncic of the Dallas
Mavericks, James Harden
of the Houston Rockets,
Pascal Siakam of the To-
ronto Raptors, Joel Embiid
of the Philadelphia 7éers,
Kemba Walker of the Bos-
ton Celtics and Trae Young

of the Aflanta Hawks.
Continued on Page 20
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Australia’s Nick Kyrgios celebrates after defeating France's Gilles Simon in their second round singles match at the Australian Open
tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020.

Associated Press

Page 19
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Woods opens with 69 at Torrey North to start new year

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Tiger
Woods had his lowest
opening round of the year
since 2011. It wasn't enough
fo be among the leaders
Thursday at the Farmers In-
surance Open, but it was
fine with him.

Coming off his record-tying
82nd victory in his last PGA
Tour start three months ago
in Japan, Woods handled
the par 5s on the easier
North Course at Torrey
Pines and limited mistakes
for a 3-under 69.

Sebastian Cappelen and
Keegan Bradley had the
low scores of the opening
round, which was not the
same as sharing the lead.
Cappelen had eight bird-
ies for a 66 on the South
Course, which  played
about three shots tough-
er than the North, where
Bradley shot his 66.

Rory Mcllroy, who played
in the group in front of
Woods, was among those
at 67. Jon Rahm, playing
alongside Woods, was in
the large group at 8.
Woods hasn't broken 70 in
his first round of the year
since a 69 on the North at
Torrey in 2011. His health,
his game and even his mo-
mentum are in much bet-
ter shape now. His game
wasn't all that far off.

"It was nice to kind of keep
the round going a little
bit," Woods said. "Overall,
pleased to shoot some-
thing in the 60s today."

It took a little time to get
going. He left himself in a
bad shot right of the green
on the par-5 10th to start his
round and failed to make

Tiger Woods hits out of the bunker on the eleventh hole of the North Course at Torrey Pines Golf
Course during the first round of the Farmers Insurance golf tournament, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020, in
San Diego.

birdie. His flop shot from
50 yards short of the green
on the next hole came up
short and into a bunker,
leading to a bogey. He was
even par at the turn on a
course where lower scores
are expected.

Even so, there was little dro-
ma. The best views were of
the still waters of the Pacific
below on a magnificent
day. The biggest roars, as
usual, belonged to the
Navy jets above.

Woods kept it simple, with a
nifty wedge to short range
on his 10th hole, a two-putt
birdie from 18 feet on the
par-5 fifth and an easy up-
and-down for birdie on the
final hole.

"I could probably, maybe

could have gotten one or
two more out of my round
today," Woods said. "But
overall, | felt like it was a
good start, especially go-
ing intfo the South Course.
| don't know what the guys
did on the South Course in
relation to the North, but |
felt like the golf course was
certainly gettable today."
Bubba Watson had a 67 on
the South, while three oth-
er players broke 70 on the
South, which hosted the
U.S. Open in 2008 and gets
another U.S. Open next
year.

Woods has won this event
seven tfimes, not including
his 2008 U.S. Open ftitle or
the Junior World when he
was a teenager. At stake

Associated Press

this week is a chance to set
the PGA Tour career victo-
ries record with No. 83 on
the first course where his
father took him to watch a
PGA Tour event.

Rahm, who got married
in Spain before Christmas
and has another wedding
in San Diego next month for
his bride's American family
and friends, was 4 under
through eight holes until he
stalled.

Along for the ride was Col-
lin Morikawa, who wasn't
even born when Woods
made his pro debut. The
22-year-old Morikawa shot
70.

"I had to tell to tell myself to
just focus on golf after that
first hole because | could

just focus on Tiger and
watch him the enfire day
and realize | forgot how to
play golf," Morikawa said.
"And fthat's what I'm out
here to do, I'm out here to
win. It's really cool to play
with him finally and to get a
round in with him because
crowds are different.
"There's just nothing like it.
You can't describe it."
Mcllroy, who has never
won in his first event of the
year, can refurn to No. 1 in
the world for the first time
in more than four years by
winning. He also handled
the par 5s by making birdie
on all of them, along with
adding three birdies.
Mcllroy has a new driver in
play, which didn't feel right
to him during the pro-am.
He spent Wednesday after-
noon making some adjust-
ments and seemed to be
on frack.

"It's funny, you go through
that testing process at the
start of the year with new
equipment. There's things
that seem really good on
the range, but once you
actually play some rounds
with  them competitively
and try to hit certain shofs,
things sort of appear," Mc-
lroy said. "We seemed to
have fixed it."

Cappelen, a rookie from
Denmark, was doing his
own thing away from the
crowd, narrowly dodging
the fog that rolled in late in
the afternoon, and he was
doing it well.

"I never really put me in
a fterrible spot where |
couldn't make par," he
said.[d

Jessica Korda shoots 66, takes 2-shot lead in Boca Raton

BOCA RATON, Fla. (AP) —
Jessica Korda shot a 6-un-
der 66 in high wind Thursday
to take the first-round lead
in the Gainbridge LPGA at
Boca Rio, the tour's first full-
field event of the season
and first official event in
Boca Raton in more than
30 years.

Korda birdied her final two
holes, finishing with a 25-
foot putt on the par-4 ninth
at Boca Rio Golf Club. The
26-year-old Florida player
had eight birdies — con-
verting on all four par-5

holes — and two bogeys.
From Bradenton, the five-
fime LPGA Tour winner is
staying at home this week.
"It's beautiful to be able to
drive to a tournament," Kor-
da said. "Doesn't happen
that often, at least in my
own car. So yeah, it's been
really nice. And I'm staying
at home this week, which is
even nicer.

“It's kind of weird actually
staying at home because
| don't really know what
tfo do. It's not like a hotel
room where everything

is like everything is in its
space and you only bring
a certain amount of things.
All of a sudden | have all
these opftions. | don't really
know what to do with that
right now, but I'm still frying
to prepare the way that |
would in the hotel."

Play was suspended be-
cause of darkness with 12
players unable to finish the
round. Heavy rain delayed
play for nearly 40 minutes
late in the afternoon.

Tour rookies Yui Kawamoto
of Japan and Patty Tav-

atanakit of Thailand were
two strokes back with South
Korea's Sei Young Kim.

"I've been prepping for a
moment like this, so I'm very
happy with it,” Kawamoto
said. "I feel comfortable
that | was able to play like
this. | feel like | was able
to prove that | can play
here. My goal is to play four
days."

Tavatanakit  won  three
times last year on the Syme-
tra Tour.

"I've been waiting fo come
out here for three months,

since the start of the off-
season, which was kind of
stressful,” Tavatanakit said.
"l was a little infimidated by
the idea of the LPGA Tour
and being out here, the
fransition from the Syme-
fra Tour and three rounds
to just a different environ-
ment, everyone takes it
seriously out here. After |
cut out those thoughts and
focused on what | have
fo do, it has been working
pretty well." Carlota Cigan-
da, Xiyu Lin and Lindsey
Weaver shot 69.01
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Kyrgios barks, mocks his way
to Australian Open's 3rd round

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
— Love him or hate him
-- and make no mistake,
there are plenty in each
camp -- Nick Kyrgios never
allows for a dull moment
when he's on a tennis court,
whether it's shot selection,
showmanship, momenftum
swings, barking at his en-
tourage or mocking anoth-
er player not even involved
in the match at hand.

All of the above happened
during his ever-eventful 6-2,
6-4, 4-6, 7-5 victory over
Gilles Simon in the Austro-
lion Open's second round
Thursday night.

That included a moment
when Kyrgios — currently on
six months' probation from
the ATP for verbally abusing
tennis officials — poked fun
at the man he might meet
in the fourth round, Rafael
Nadal. After being warned
for taking more than the al-
lotted 25 seconds between
serves, Kyrgios mimicked
how Nadal fidgets before
a point, as if to remind the
chair umpire that there are
folks who more egregiously
waste fime.

When a reporter asked
Nadal about Kyrgios' imi-
tation of the 19-time major
champion, the Spaniard
replied: "l really don't care.
I'm here to play tennis."
About the only boring seg-
ment of the proceedings
came during the in-stadium
interview, when an allusion
was made to later rounds
and Kyrgios, an Australian
seeded 23rd, told the Mel-
bourne Arena crowd, "I'm
not thinking ahead. ... I'm
just taking it one match at
a time af the moment."
17777777.

After Kyrgios wrapped up,
the No. 1-seeded Nadal
was still in the early stages
of what became a 6-3, 7-6
(4), 6-1 win against Fed-
erico Delbonis over at Rod
Laver Arena.

Those results were the most
intfriguing of Day 4 at the
year's first Grand Slam tour-
nament, especially given
the distaste Kyrgios and
Nadal have for each other
in araucous rivalry that pro-
vided one of the highlights
of Wimbledon in 2019.

Never too early to begin
pondering a meeting with
a quarterfinal  berth at
stake during Week 2 in Mel-
bourne, with the popular
Nadal facing the home-
backed Kyrgios.

For that to materialize, Kyr-
gios first needs to beat No.
16 Karen Khachanov of
Russia on Saturday, when
Nadal plays No. 27 Pablo
Carreno Busta in an all-
Spanish matchup.

A massive overnight storm
blew dirt all over town, furn-
ing the Yarra River brown
and leaving fraces of red
dust on the blue courts
Thursday. The playing sur-
faces required power
washing, which delayed
the start of action on some

outside courts for more
than four hours.
Among the noteworthy

winners were U.S. Open
runner-up Daniil Medve-
dev, who took a medi-
cal timeout because of a
nosebleed late in the sec-
ond set of his 7-5, 6-1, 6-3
victory over Spanish quali-
fier Pedro Martinez, along
with two-time French Open
finalist Dominic Thiem, No.
7 Alexander Zverev, No. 10
Gael Monfils and a trio of
women who have been
ranked No. 1 and own
Grand Slam fitles: Simona
Halep, Angelique Kerber
and Garbine Muguruza.
Nothing captivated «a
crowd quite like Kyrgios did
against Simon, a 35-year-
old from France who is
ranked 61st.

Not all for good reasons,
though.

Yes, Kyrgios delighted the
fans with his between-the-
legs shots and his booming
serves -- to the fune of 28
aces, including one at 136
mph to end the match.

He also probably made
them nervous with the way
he seemed to completely
give away the third set af-
ter twice being a single
point from serving for the
win, holding break chanc-
es while already leading
4-2. Kyrgios dropped the
last four games of that
set, no longer showing the
patience in baseline ex-
changes that helped build

a lead in the first place.
There also were the con-
secutive double-faults that
allowed Simon to get to
4-all with his first break of
the maftch.

That was part of a stretch
in which Kyrgios veered off
course for quite a while.
The talented 24-year-old
went from a total of 10 un-
forced errors over the first
couple of sets to 30 over
the next two.

During the changeover be-
fore the fourth set, Kyrgios
expressed his displeasure
with the sort of support he
was getting from his group
in the audience — which
included former No. 1 Lley-
ton Hewitt — sarcastically
huffing: "So creative.

3\\\

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios makes a backhand return to France's
Gilles Simon during their second round singles match at the
Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia,
Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020.

Associated Press
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Continved from Page 17
James, as the leading over-
all vote-getter, will have
the top pick when he and
Antetokounmpo pick their
tfeams; Anfetokounmpo
will pick first in the second
round, when the reserves
are chosen.

James is a starter for the
16th time, an NBA record.
Being a 16-fime All-Star
also puts him third on the
all-time appearance list,
behind 19-time selection
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and
18-time selection Kobe Bry-
ant.

James received 6,275,459
fan votes, edging Doncic
for the West captain's spot
by 163,724 votes. James
has been a captain all
three years of this format
being in place by the NBA;
Team LeBron beat Team
Giannis last year, and Team
LeBron beat Team Stephen
Curry in 2018.
Antetokounmpo received
5,902,286 votes, easily the
most in the race to be the
captain from the East. Em-
biid got the second-most
votes in the East, at 3.1 mil-
lion and barely half of An-

tetokounmpo's total.

Fan voting, the NBA said,
was up 7% from last year.
Having the 21-year-old
Young and the 20-year-old
Doncic starting gives the
NBA two starters those ages
or younger for only the sec-
ond fime. The other was in
1998, when a 19-year-old
Bryant and a 21-year-old
Kevin Garnett got starter
nods.

"It's an indescribable feel-
ing," Young said in a state-
ment released by the
Hawks. "After watching
and admiring all these guys
in the league growing up, |
am fruly humbled to be in
this position."

The reserves will be an-
nounced Jan. 31, with NBA
head coaches doing the
voting for those. James
and Antetokounmpo  will
pick their tfeams on Feb. 6,
first splitting up the eight re-
maining starters and then
choosing from the pool of
14 reserves.

The starters were chosen
through a formula that
gave 50% of the weight to
fan votes, 25% to player
votes and 25% to voting

done by a panel of 100
media members.

For the most part, the fans
got who they wanted. The
three frontcourt selections
from the East and West
mirrored the fan voting, as
did the West guards. The
only exception was among
East guards: Young was the
fans' top pick, while Brook-
lyn's Kyrie Irving was second
among fans and Walker
was third.

Walker, however, was the
top East guard choice
among media and NBA
players. Irving was sixth
in both of those ftallies,
enough to drop his total
score below Walker.

Young bucked some trends
as far as getting his All-Star
starting spot.

He entered Thursday as
the third-leading scorer
in the NBA at 29.2 points
per game, behind only
Harden's 36.6 and Ante-
fokounmpo's 30.0. But the
Hawks are only 11-34 en-
tering Thursday, and it is
unusual for a player on a
team at the bottom of the
league or with a winning
percentage under .250 to

Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo is fouled by Boston
Celtics' Daniel Theis during the first half of an NBA basketball
game Thursday, Jan. 14, 2020, in Milwaukee.

get an All-Star nod.

The last fime it happened
was 2016, with good rea-
son. The Lakers were 11-44
and Bryant was a starter
(and the leading voteget-
ter) anyway, largely be-

Associated Press

cause that was his final
season in the NBA.

NBA players cast votes for
292 of their colleagues as
potential starfers. Media
members voted for a total
of 26 different players.q
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Williamson's 22 in debut no’r enough for Pelicans vs. Spurs

By BRETT MARTEL

AP Sports Writer

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Zion
Williamson scored the final
point of his first NBA regular
season game as a packed
and standing crowd belted
out chants of "M-V-PI"

Then the NBA's No. 1 over-
all draft pick went to the
bench — as mandated
by medical staff — and
watched the game slip
away from the Pelicans
while unheeded chanfts of,
"We want Zion!" echoed
around the Smoothie King
Center.

Williamson  capped his
long-awaited NBA  de-
but by scoring 17 of his 22
points in the fourth quarter
and stirring the crowd info
a frenzy — but the savvy
and composed San Anto-
nio Spurs weathered the
surge for a 121-117 victory
Wednesday night.

The celebrated rookie out
of Duke, whose maiden
regular season appear-
ance was delayed three
months by arthroscopic sur-
gery on his right knee, said
watching the final five min-
utes from the bench out of
caution was "very hard."
“I'm 19, honestly. In that
moment, I'm not thinking
about longevity," William-
son confinued. "I'm thinking
about winning that game,
so it was very tough."
LaMarcus Aldridge had 32
points and 14 rebounds,
DeMar DeRozan added 20
points, and the San Antonio

Spurs withstood Williamson's
late surge for a 121-117 vic-
fory over New Orleans on
Wednesday night.

"The crowd got info it. We
didn't let it rattle us," DeRo-
zan said, adding that Wil-
liamson "went on a hell of
arun.'

"It was great that we held
our composure, executed
when we needed to, and
came up with stops when
we needed to," DeRozan
added.

With Spurs coach Gregg
Popovich sending double-
teams at Wiliamson, the
rookie struggled to find his
shot during the first three
quarters. When the fourth
quarter began, he had just
five points, four rebounds,
an assist and four turnovers
in a little less than 12 min-

utes.
But when the 6-foot-6,
285-pound Williamson

found himself open for a
straight-on 3 with about
nine minutes to go, he let
it fly and it went down, in-
fusing the stadium with en-
ergy. He followed that up
with a torrid three-minute
stretch in which he laid in
an alley-oop lob, put back
a missed shot with areverse
layup and hit three more 3s.
Wiliamson wasn't known
for shooting 3s when he
starred at Duke. He was so
often able to dominate in-
side. But Wiliamson noted
that his long rehabilitation
probably helped him refine
his outside shot.

L%

New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson (1) goes to the basket against San Antonio Spurs
center Jakob Poeltl (25) in the second half of an NBA basketball game in New Orleans, Wednes-
day, Jan. 22, 2020. The Spurs won 121-117.

"When vyou're not able
to move around and do
athletic movements for a
while, the only thing you
can do is just shoot spot-up
jumpers, | guess that was
the result of that."

His feammates loved it.
"The first one, | was like, "All
right. Cool," guard Jrue Hol-
iday said. "Then the second
three | was like, 'All right,
boy, you've been practic-
ing.' And the third one, and
from that point on, the en-
ergy was crazy."

Williamson came into the
game knowing his playing
fime would be limited —
even though he started. He

had played a total of 18:18
when he was subbed out
for good with the Pelicans
— who trailed by 12 to start

the final period — down
109-108.
Soon after, DeRozan be-

gan San Antonio's decisive
surge with a finger roll and
pull-up jumper. Aldridge
followed with a fip-in and
jumper shortly after.

New Orleans got as close
as 119-117 on Josh Hart's
3, but Aldridge responded
with two free throws and
the Spurs did not give up
another basket.

"I was really proud of our
guys," Popovich said. "We
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took a huge blow. We
stayed the course and just
played."

Brandon Ingram scored 22
for New Orleans but missed
16 of 22 shots, while Lonzo
Ball had 14 points and 12
assists.

Williamson entered the
Smoothie  King Center
wearing a black suit with a
blue design and blue bas-
ketball sneakers. Written in
pink on the black T-shirt he
wore under his sport coat
was the expression, "Let's
Dance," which was his mes-
sage to New Orleans the
night the Pelicans drafted

him.(4

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ala-
na Beard, a two-time De-
fensive Player of the Year
who won a WNBA champi-
onship with the Los Ange-
les Sparks, is retiring after 15
years. In 2016, she helped
the Sparks win a third
WNBA title. She is third in
all-time steals in the league
with 710. Beard won De-
fensive Player of the Year
honorsin 2017 and '18.

She also played for the
Washington Mystics.

The Sparks announced her
decision Thursday. Team

4-time All-Star Alana
retires from WNBA after 15 years

managing partner and
governor Eric  Holoman
thanked Beard for what
he called her "historic con-
fributions" to the franchise
and the league.

The guard-forward from
Shreveport, Louisiana, was
a four-tfime All-Star.

" am so grateful for the
many years I've been able
to play the game | love,
for the amazing players
I've had the opportunity
fo play with and compete
against, and for the fre-
mendous fans I've been

Beard

lucky enough to play in
front of," Beard said. "l am
excited for my next chap-
ter and ready to pursue
my next career. | look for-
ward fo using my platform
to create opportunities for
the communities that sup-
ported me throughout my
journey, women and peo-
ple of color."

Beard had career aver-
ages of 11.3 points, 3.4 re-
bounds, 2.5 assists and 1.7
steals, while shooting 43%
from the field. She started
402 of 419 regular-season

In this Aug. 14, 2019, file photo, Los Angeles Sparks' Alqna
Beard drives to the basket during a WNBA basketball game
against the Dallas Wings in Arlington, Texas.

games and made 42 play-
off appearances.

Beard was taken second
overall in the 2004 WNBA
Draft by the Mystics. She
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attended Duke, where she
became the first NCAA
player to score 2,600
points, dish out 500 assists
and record 400 steals.(d
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Philadelphia Flyers' Jakub Voracek, center, celebrates with Matt Niskanen, right, and Joel Fara-
bee dafter scoring a goal during the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Pittsburgh
Penguins, Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2020, in Philadelphia.
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Most dangerous lead in hockey?
This season, it's all of them

By STEPHEN WHYNO

Joel Quenneville remem-
bers years past when NHL
teams leading going into
the third period could feel
comfortable chalking up
two poinfs. A win was a
pretty sure bet.

Earlier this season, his Flori-
da Panthers erased a four-
goal deficit to win a game.
And then they did it again.
Even the three-time Stanley
Cup-winning coach didn't
see that coming.

"We didn't envision coming
back either game," Quenn-
eville said.

It's becoming easier than
ever to envision. There
have dalready been five
four-goal comeback wins
this season, tied for the
most in NHL history. And the
18 three-goal comebacks
are the most through the
same number of games in
30 years.

No lead is safe.

"Used to be the dreaded,
two-goal lead is the most
dangerous in hockey, but
now it seems like the four-
goallead's the hardest one
to hold on to," Tampa Bay
Lightning coach Jon Coo-
per said. '"Teams believe
they can come back at
any time."

Coaches and players
point fo a number of dif-
ferent factors for all the

rallying going on, ranging
from rules designed to cre-
ate more offense to better
power plays, more skill and
talent, and human nature
when it comes to holding a
comfortable lead or facing
a difficult deficit.

"It's very difficult to hold
leads now just with some
of the rules that have been
added," said coach Todd
Reirden, whose Washington
Capitals recently erased a
three-goal deficit to beat
the New York Islanders.
"Just different little nuances
that have helped scoring
increase in the league. It's
just the way that penalties
are called, too, and the
league wants offense and
they love that aspect of
teams coming from behind
like that."

Those rules include more
penalties called for ob-
structing, hooking, holding
and slashing and increased
advantages on faceoffs for
the offensive feam. Just like
the standings that are set
up to be neck-and-neck
down the stretch to the
playoffs, the modern game
is designed for no team to
be out of a game.

When David Quinn's New
York Rangers went down
4-0 at Montreal this season,
the second-year coach
considered it a little unfair

based on their effort. They
won 6-5 in regulation.

"One of the things we talk-
ed about in between the
first and second period
was: 'Don't play the score. If
you do the right thing over
and over again, the game
will reward you," Quinn re-
called."And | thought that's
what happened. Within
a game, you've gof to be
mentally fough, and you're
going to have to have re-
siliency."

See the Panthers, who
stunned Anaheim and Bos-
ton with those four-goal
comebacks. Quenneville
has been behind an NHL
bench for a long time and
doesn't have a scientific ex-
planation for this phenom-
enon. "You get a fortunate
break on a bounce here,
and it can really shift the
momentum,”  Quenneville
said. "There's been a lot of
offense in this year's game,
teams going for it. You've
got a 4-0lead, whether you
take your foot off the ped-
al and all of a sudden you
maybe relax a little bit, but
the other team's pressing,
they're pinching, they're
taking more offensive zone
chances and thinking that
way. You get a couple of
breaks and all of a sudden,
the other tfeam's on their
heels."

Major League
Baseball to sponsor
U.S. Olympic softball team

NEW YORK (AP) — Major
League Baseball is using
its financial muscle to sup-
port the U.S. women's soft-
ball team, which already
is assured a spot in the
Tokyo Olympics while the
American men's baseball
team struggles to qualify.
MLB  announced an
agreement Thursday to
become presenting spon-
sor of the women's "Stand
Beside Her" tour, a slate of
exhibition games leading
up to the Olympic tourna-
ment from July 22-28.
"We're both bat and ball
sports. Even though we're
not the same sport, there
are so many similarifies
that you just can't ignore,"
said Kim Ng, MLB's senior
vice president for base-
ball operations. "It was
important for us to make
sure that they have this
acknowledgment  and
recognition of their ability
and their talent."

Softball began as an
Olympic sport for the
1996 Atlanta Games. The
U.S. won gold medals in
1996, 2000 and 2004 with
players that included Dot
Richardson, Jennie Finch
and Jessica Mendoza,
then lost to Japan in the
2008 gold medal game.
Baseball and softball
were dropped for the
next two Olympics, then
restored for this year,
when the U.S. and Japan
will be joined by Austro-
lia, Canada, ltaly and
Mexico for games in Fu-
kushima and Yokohama
but not Tokyo. The sports
are likely to be dropped
for 2024 in Paris but could
return four years later in
Los Angeles.

The U.S. men's baseball
team stumbled in its first
aftempt to qualify, wast-
ing a ninth-inning lead
against Mexico in the final
game of the Premierl?2
tournament in November
and losing in the 10th. The
U.S. has two more chanc-
es to join Israel, Japan,
Mexico and South Korea
in the Olympic field: an
Americas tournament in

Arizona from March 22-26
and a final tournament in
Taiwan from April 1-5.
MLB is not allowing play-
ers on 40-man big league
rosters to compete in
qualifying, and few top
pitching prospects were
at the November tourna-
ment.

Softball has no such is-
sues. The Olympics are
the sport's highest-profile
event.

"The platform for us is 10
fimes bigger,” American
outfielder Haylie McCle-
ney said. "For us, if's a
great  opportunity  for
people that have never
watched softball before,
people that have only fol-
lowed it at the collegiate
level, to really see how
fun our game is to watch,
how pure it is. If people
are baseball fans, | guar-
antee they're going fo
love softball because it's
pretty much just a faster
game — if's shorter, it's
quicker, it's more enter-
taining fo watch, in my
opinion."

The 2008 gold medal soft-
ball game took 1 hours,
45 minutes — less than
half the 3:45 average for
this year's World Series.

As part of the deal with
MLB, the softball team's
official training facility will
be at the Jackie Robinson
Training Complex in Vero
Beach, Florida, the old
Dodgertown spring frain-
ing camp. MLB Network
will  include program-
ming from the tour, which
currently starts Feb. 4 in
Tampa, Florida, and has
about three dozen stops.
The U.S. women's soccer
team has attracted huge
television audiences. MLB
sees softball as an op-
portunity for the sport's
growth. "These are world-
class athletes," Ng said.
"Because we have not
been in the Olympics for
the last 12 years, they just
haven't had that stage.
So it's really important at
this point that we show as
much support as we can
for them."Q
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Suggs aiming for Super Bowl
after joining Chiefs last month

By DAVE SKRETTA

AP Sports Writer

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) —
There was a moment during
practice last week, while
the Kansas City Chiefs were
prepping for their AFC fitle
game against Tennessee,
that caused linebackers
coach Maftt House to seek
out defensive coordinator
Steve Spagnuolo.

It had to do with pass rusher
Terrell Suggs, and it was just
foo good to let go.

"He said, 'Wow, T-Suggs
was just over there talking
about this technique we do
and he just put on a clinic,"
Spagnuolo recalled Thurs-
day afternoon. "All the line-
backers, nobody said any-
thing. They just watched."
Surprising given that Suggs
has only been with the
Chiefs for about a month.
Not at all surprising given
that the 17-year veteran
has earned his stripes dur-
ing a long career spent
primarily with the Balfimore
Ravens, where he not only
reached the Super Bowl
but won it after the 2012
season. In a strange coinci-
dence, the opponent hap-
pened to be the San Fran-
cisco 4%ers, whom Kansas
City will face in Miami in less
than two weeks.

This is exactly what Suggs
hoped for when the Ari-
zona Cardinals waived him
late in the season.

The Chiefs had just lost their
second defensive end to a
season-ending injury, and
they were desperate for
some help to pair with pass
rusher Frank Clark. They
never could have guessed
it would come in the form
of a former All-Pro and sev-
en-time Pro Bowl selection
who had 138 sacks and
more postseason experi-
ence than anyone on their

roster.

There were reports that
Suggs was initially skepti-
cal of joining the Chiefs,
preferring instead to return
fo the Ravens and help
them down the stretch.
But all it took was a look at
the roster — quarterback
Patrick Mahomes, wide re-
ceiver Tyreek Hill and tight
end Travis Kelce on of-
fense, and Clark and safety
Tyrann Mathieu on defense
— and an honest, heart-to-
heart talk with coach Andy
Reid to convince T-Sizzle to
bring his, well, sizzle to the
AFC West champions.

"It didn't take much con-
vincing," Suggs said. "This
team is pretty vet-savvy.
Having been in this position
a few times, you learn more
from failure than you ever
would from success. | think
that the things that have
happened in years past
kind of prepared this team
for the fask that it took. It
also doesn't hurt to have
the reigning MVP, and defi-
nitely the best tight end in
the game, on your team.
Once they got rolling and
clicking on all cylinders, we
got to have fun out there."
Indeed, it didn't take long
for Suggs to get rolling. He
joined the team early in
Week 16 and played about
a quarter of the defensive
snaps in a win at Chicago.
He upped that number to
about half the following
week against the Chargers,
when a win by the Chiefs
coupled with a loss by the
Pafriots gave the No. 2
seed and a first-round play-
off bye.

Suggs has confinued fo play
about the same amount
the past two weeks, help-
ing to corral Texans quar-
terback Deshaun Watson
in the divisional round and

shut down Titans running
back Derrick Henry in the
AFC title game.

His value doesn't just lie
between the sidelines,
though.

It lies on the sideline.

The 37-year-old Suggs has
seen just about everything
during the course of his
career, and he's eager to
pass along that knowledge
to the next generation. The
scene that played out af
practice last week was but
one example of Suggs tak-
ing a defensive player — or
a bunch of them, in that
case — to the side and giv-
ing them some pointers that
often resonate with players
far more than if they were
coming from a coach.
"He's a true veteran,” Ma-
thieu said. "l think he has
a lot of that champion-
ship swagger. He comes
tfo work every day. Always
taking notes. | can remem-
ber a few plays in the (Tex-
ans) game where he was
scrapping down the ball
and looks 28."

After the Chiefs took care
of the Titans last weekend,
Suggs became the go-to
player in the locker room
for tips on dealing with the
Super Bowl, whether it was
the daunting crush of me-
dia obligations, the count-
less friends and families
frying to get tickets or se-
cure flights, or the actual
challenge of preparing for
the biggest game in profes-
sional football.

"Just talking to those guys
and seeing what the week
islike, first of all," Chiefs quar-
terback Patrick Mahomes
said. "It helps to have those
guys and their experiences
to understand what we're
getting info and what to
expect."

As forSuggs, he never could

Kansas City Chiefs outside linebacker Terrell Suggs (94) cele-
brates as he enters the field prior to an NFL divisional playoff
game against the Houston Texans, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020 in Kan-

sas City.

have pictured himself play-
ing in another Super Bowl
when he was struggling
through the season in Ari-
zona a few months ago, or
even when he joined the
Chiefs midway through last
month.

"It's definitely one of the
most humbling feelings to
be a part of," he said. "I'm
very fortunate to be a part
of it."

NOTES: Kelce and SS Jor-
dan Lucas did not prac-
fice Thursday because of
an illness. ... The Chiefs will
practice on Friday before
getting Saturday off to take
care of fravel preparations.
They head fo Miami on
Sunday. ... Spagnuolo, who
twice was the defensive co-
ordinator for the New York
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Giants and later served as
interim coach, said he had
"just good thoughts" when
asked about QB Eli Man-
ning's retirement. "l think
the world of Eli. I'm happy
for him," Spagnuolo said.
"Had a tfremendous career.
| was lucky fo be with him
and share in the ultimate
moment, so | wish him the
best."

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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This undated image provided by Cruise shows a rendering of an
unorthodox electric vehicle called "Origin," being developed
by GM's Cruise subsidiary.
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By MICHAEL LIEDTKE
AP Business Writer
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —

GM's Cruise heads down new road with
new robotaxi concept

General Motors' self-driving
car company will attempt
to deliver on its long-run-
ning promise to provide
a more environmentally
friendly ride-hailing service
in an unorthodox vehicle
designed to eliminate the
need for human operators
to transport people around
crowded cities.

The service still being devel-
oped by GM's Cruise sub-
sidiary will rely on a boxy,
electric-powered vehicle
called "Origin" that was
unveiled late Tuesday in
San Francisco amid much
fanfare. It looks like a cross
between a mini-van and
sports utility vehicle with
one huge exception — it
won't have any steering
wheel or brakes. The Origin
will accommodate up to
four passengers at a time,
although a single customer
will be able summon it for a
ride just as people already
can ask for a car with a
human behind the wheel
from Uber or Lyft.

For all the hype surround-
ing the Origin's unveiling,
Cruise omitted some key
details, including when its
ride-hailing service will be
available and how many
of the vehicles will be in ifs
fleet.

The company indicated
it will initially only be avail-
able in San Francisco,

where Cruise has already
been offering a ride-hailing
service that's only available
fo its roughly 1,000 employ-

Have you ever wish you travel
to Aruba with just a carry-on ?

And leave all your belongingsina
container being deliver and pick
up right at your resort or home
rental !

- Aslow as $6.50 amonth

+ Pricing include pick-up&delivery

« Saves you time & money, year
after year!

+ Avoid extra luggages

« Affordable Storage Pricing

+ Convenience & Peace of mind

Far more informatian,
Give us o call +297 568.4393

or email us locknrolltimesharestorage@gmail.com.
locknrollarubastoragetimeshare simplesite. com
or visit our Facebook page!

ees.

By eliminating the need for
a human to drive, Cruise
theoretically will be able to
offer a less expensive way

to get around — a godl
already being pursued by
self-driving car pioneer

Waymo, a Google spinoff
that has been testing ro-
botaxis in the Phoenix area
for nearly three years.
Cruise had plannedto have
a robotfaxi service consist-
ing of Chevrolet Bolts work-
ing without human backup
drivers by the end of 2019,
but moved away from that
last year after one of Uber's
autonomous test vehicles
ran down and killed a pe-
destrian in the Phoenix sub-
urb of Tempe, Arizona, dur-
ing 2018.

Still aware of the fallout
from that deadly crash,
Cruise is promising "su-
perhuman performance”
from the Cruise, which GM
hopes to manufacture at
half the price of compa-
rable vehicles using fuel-
combustion engines.

GM also expects to an-
nounce where the Origin
will be made within the next
few weeks, Cruise CEO Dan
Amman said.

The Origin won't be sold to
consumers though. "It is not
a product you can buy, but
an experience you share,"
Amman said.

The Origin represents an-
other significant step for
Cruise, which had only
40 employees when GM
bought it in 2016 as part of
its effort to catch up in the

race fo build cars that can
drive themselves. Since
then, Cruise has attracted
more than $6 billion from in-
vestors, including $2.75 bil-
lion from Honda and $2.25
billion from Japanese tech
investment firm SoftBank.
Honda also helped devel-
op the Origin.

GM currently values Cruise
at $19 billion, fueling spec-
ulation that the subsidiary
may eventually be spun off
as a publicly fraded com-
pany.

Whenever Cruise's ride-
hailing service makes ifs
debut, it will still be chas-
ing Waymo, whose work on
self-driving car technology
began inside of Google
more than a decade ago.
Waymo's Phoenix-area
service already has given
more than 100,000 rides,
according tfo the compa-
ny. It expanded beyond
the test phase service 13
months ago with a ride-
hailing app that now has
about 1,500 active monthly
riders, Waymo says.

By comparison, ride-hailing
leader Uber now boasts
about 103 milion active
monthly users with a service
that relies on human drivers
— a dependence that is
the main reason the com-
pany has been losing mon-
ey throughout its history.
Despite the fatal 2018 crash
that stoked the public's
worst fears about self-driv-
ing cars, Uber is still frying to
build a fleet of robotic taxis
as part of its question to be-
come profitable.d
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New York City Council votes
o ban cashless businesses

By KAREN MATTHEWS
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — New
York City lawmakers voted
Thursday to require stores
and restaurants to accept
cash for payment, saying
businesses that accept
only credit and debit cards
are discriminating against
New Yorkers who lack bank
accounts and credit cards.
"This practice punishes the
underbanked," City Coun-
cil Speaker Corey Johnson
said before the council's
43-3 vote in favor of the bill.
Under the bill, businesses
that refuse cash will be
fined $1,000 for the first
violation and $1,500 after
that. The measure, which is
expected to go info effect
by the end of the year, also
prohibits stores from charg-
ing higher prices for paying
in cash.

Democratic Mayor Bill de
Blasio is expected to sign
the legislation. A spokes-
woman for the mayor said
that he supports the intent
of the bill but that his ad-
ministration will review it.
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Backers of the cashless
model say the benefits in-
clude greater efficiency
and eliminating the risk of
theft, but opponents say
millions of Americans still
rely on cash.
In adopting the ban on
cashless businesses, New
York City joins a growing
backlash against the digi-
tal-only economy.
Philadelphia became the
first U.S. city fo ban cashless
stores last year, despite op-
position by retail giant Am-
azon. San Francisco and
New lJersey passed similar
measures soon after. Only
one jurisdiction required
businesses to accept cash
before 2019: Massachu-
setts, which passed a law
nearly 40 years ago.
Backers of the New York
City bill said that hundreds
of thousands of city resi-
dents don't have bank ac-
counts or credit cards and
that others simply prefer to
use cash.

"Whatever your reasons,
consumers should have
the power to choose their

.....

preferred method of pay-
ment," City Councilman
Ritchie Torres, the Bronx
Democrat who sponsored
the legislation, said before
the council's 43-3 vote in
favor of the bill.
Councilman Kalman Yeger,
a Brooklyn Democrat, said
that businesses should ac-
cept cash but that the lo-
cal government shouldn't
force them to.

"We're inserting ourselves
intfo the business of business
inaway that we don't have
a right to do in my opinion,"
he said in explaining his "no"
vote.

But some businesses that
will be affected by the no-
cash ban said they will fol-
low the law when it is en-
acted.

"We are proud to do busi-
ness in NYC and will of
course comply with all NYC
laws and statutes,” Nick
Marsh, CEO of Founders
Table, parent company of
the Chopt Creative Salad
Co. and Dos Toros Taqueria
chains, said in a statement.
A company spokeswoman

A restaurant sign alerts customers that it's now "cashless,"” Thurs-
day Jan. 23, 2020, in New York.

said six of New York City's
18 Chopt locations and all
of its 17 Dos Toros locations
are currently cashless.
Mary  LeSage, waiting
fo buy lunch at a Chopt
counter in Manhattan ear-
lier Thursday, said the cash-
less policy is efficient but
she agrees that it might be
discriminatory.

"It's an ease of use sort of

Associated Press

thing, to make it go faster,”
LeSage said. "I've seen this
line go all the way around
there. But on the other
hand, | do think it's wrong
to bar people from food
because they don't have
the necessary resources. If
it takes me five minutes lon-
ger to get lunch, that's fine
if it means everyone can
get food."]
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares so that each row, each column
and each 3x3 box contains the same number
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Classifieds

SALE DIVI GOLF WK 35

RM 4201, 25 wks left $1695
also wk 50 Golf 12/19 $2750
also Divi Dutch wk 35 RM 128
$1695

508 651 0016

ocal 565 9394 till 1/18

E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com

212289

Aruba Divi Phoenix

3 BR Penhouse 671

P story 2 balcony

Weeks 3 and 4

B84 Weeks remaining

starting 2021

$55k each week

Claudio 561-247-6896

212405

Sister Linda

helps in all walks of life,
specializing in love & life.
Removes badluck and evil eye,
reunite love & stop third party
nterference. Call today. 001-
713-349-9117

Free Questions!!

212410

PARADISE BEACH VILLA

2 BR Week 5 RM 102

garden view contact RM 102

wk 2 thru 5 Phone USA

1-508 883 9170

E-mail: linrog75@yverizon.net
212297

SALE DIVI PHOENIX
WK 34 RM 107, 8/25
$2850 and Divi Dutch Village
wk 17 RM 3205 $1650 also
Royal Holidays World Wide
Vacation Club contract 295
508 651 0016
local 565 9394 till 1/18
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com
212289

ARB&%A

Ry
e I

= . i
—( | HELP US
}:q KEEP I
ARUBA%
CLEAN

et

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B
Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k);
Week 2/1113 ($16k);
Weeks 5&6/1315 ($18k/WK.);
5&6/1521 ($20k/WK.);
Week 7/1308; 7&8/1408
$18k/WK.);
Week 8/1113; 8/1409
$17k/WK.);
Weeks 9-15 also available!
CDMOwner@gmail.com
U.S. (860)992-3890

212287

STSP

‘ Violence Against Women

Downtown

Halley Time Travel

For Rent

Marriott Ocean Club

1 BR Ocean View Platinum
Price : $2.8 K each

Date : 03/22 to 03/29/2020
Date : 03/20 to 03/27/2020
Date : 02/21 to 02/27/2020
Date : 01/17 to 02/22/2021
Marriott Surf Club

2 BR Ocean Side Platinum
Date : 03/6 to 03/13/ 2020

$4 K

Divi Links Golf

Studio wk 7 $1,5 K

sleep 4 date ;02/15 to 02/22/
2020

For Sale

Marriott Ocean Club
Platinum

1 BR Ocean View $ 9 K

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K

2 BR Ocean View $17 K

2 BR Ocean Front $26 K
Marriott Surf Club

Platinum

2 BR Ocean View $ 16 K

2 BR Ocean Side $ 17 K

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K

3 BR Ocean View $ 26 K
Aruba Divi Phoenix

1 BR WK 2

building 8 Ground floor

32 weeks remain $17 K

1 BRWK 8 $15 K

building 6 on the 4th floor

27 weeks remain

Aruba Divi Phoenix

1 BR PH WK 8/9 $20 K both
14th floor 32/22 weeks remain
1 BR WK 11

building 7 on the 3th floor

33 weeks remain $15 K

Divi Links Golf

1 BR wk 1/2/3

Birdie 2 on the 3rd floor

25 weeks remain on each

All 3 weeks together 30 K each
Divi Links Golf

Studio WK 2 $7.5 K

eagle 3 with 32 weeks remain
1 BRWK 3 $8.5K

eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain
Studio wk 5,7 and 8 $8 K each
Birdie 4 with 28/27/29 weeks
remain

Divi Links Golf

2 BRWK3$20K

Eagle 8 with 25 weeks remain
2 BR wk 3 Lock out $20 K
Birdie 9 26 weeks remain

Divi Links Golf $8 K

1 Br Wk 4 Birdie 1

19 weeks remain

1 BR WK 6 Birdie 1 $8 K

Divi Village

1 BR WK 52/01 $20 K both
weeks

3rd floor and 2sd floor

C -Building 24 /19 weeks remain
Studio WK 1 $7.5 K

Ground Floor 33 weeks remain
Divi Village
1BRWK1$8.5K

Studio wk 1 $7.5 K

building D& F 25 weeks remain
each

Divi Links Golf

Studio wk 1 $7.5 K

building 4 with 28 weeks remain
Paradise Beach Villas

1 BRWK 1 & 2 $20 K both
weeks

2sd floor poo/ocean view

Divi Links Golf

1BRwk 8 & 9 $9.5 K each
eagle 9 with 27/19 weeks
remain

Renaissance Suites
1BRWK9 $9 K

3rd floor pool/ocean view

1 BRWK 9 $9 K

3 th floor harbor view
1BRWK 10 & 11 $8.5 K each
5th floor garden view

Eagle Resorts

1BRWK?2 $8 K

1 BRWK 5,6,7,8

Ground floor $8 K each

1 BR WK 7/8/9 $8 K each
Caribbean Palm Village
1BRWK26K
1BR/2BRwk3$7K

1 BR WK 3/4 $6 K each

2 BRWK 5/6 $7 K each

Le Vent Condo
3BR, 2 Bath $ 650 K
Property Land Tibushie Noord
4208 sq feet $100 K

Property Land Commercial
Barcadera 145.300 sq feet
$60 sq feet

Eagle Resort
1 BRwk 2
1 BR wk 3 and 4 same room

$ 7000 each
212300
Divi Village

Studiowk 6 $ 7.5 K
building F with 21 weeks remain
2 sd floor 18 weeks remain

Eagle Resort

1 BR week 1,2 ,3,4

ground floor same room

1 BR WK 5,6 ground floor $6500
each

Paradise Beach Villas $4K
studio wk 50 3rd floor pool/
ocean

2 BR WK 51 /52 on 3 rd floor
$16K each

212406

Call: 630 1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com
facebookpage:resales&realty

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

IMSAN 24 Hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Paradera Tel. 588 6638
San Nicolas:

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
IAmerican Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896
CRUISES

T e 3
=
January 24
Carnival Freedom
Celebrity Reflection
January 25
AIDAPerla/Celebrity ReflectionDept.

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Researchers tie massive Pacific seabird die-off to heat wave

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)
— Common murres look
like skinny penguins but fly
like F-15 fighter jets.

The North Pacific seabirds
can quickly cover hun-
dreds of miles searching
for schools of small forage
fish. Their powerful wings
let them dive more than
150 feet (46 meters) under
water to gorge on capelin,
sand lance, herring, sardine
and juvenile pollock.

So biologists were stunned
four winters ago when car-
casses of emaciated com-
mon murres showed up on
beaches in what they say
was the largest seabird die-
off recorded in the world’s
oceans. The die-off even-
tually kiled an estimated
500,000 to 1T million murres
from California to Alaska,
eliminating 10-20% of the
northeast Pacific popula-
tion of the species. Seabird
experts now believe they
know why.

Common murres were am-
bushed by effects of the
northeast Pacific marine
heatwave dubbed “The
Blob,” according to a pa-
per published Wednesday
by 23 federal, university
and private researchers in
the science journal PLOS
ONE. The heatwave lasted
more than 700 days from
2014 to 2016, increasing
water tfemperature and in-
terrupting patterns in the
food web from the smallest
creatures to top predators.
Forage fish —the main prey
of murres— feed on zoo-
plankton, the floating small
animals that feed on plant
plankton. Cold water pro-
duces the biggest, fattiest
varieties of zooplankton.
But the marine heatwave
reduced the nufritional
value of zooplankton, re-
searchers concluded, and
the lower-grade food stunt-
ed the growth of forage
fish. In turn, warmer water

In this Jan. 7, 2016 file photo, dead common murres lie washed up on a rocky beach in Whittier,
Alaska.

increased the metabolism
of large fish such as Pacific
cod, walleye pollock and
arrowtooth  flounder, re-
quiring them to eat more
forage fish.

That translated into a dou-
ble whammy for murres,
according to the research-
ers. The seabirds found that
their main food source had
a fraction of its usual nu-
frition. Murres also found
themselves out-competed
by large fish.

“The food just wasn't there
and everybody wanted it,”
said lead author John Pi-
att, a research biologist for
the U.S. Geological Survey
who has studied seabird for
more than 40 years. “And it
just got scarcer and scarc-
er.”

Common murres have
marvelous tools for finding
forage fish but have an
Achille's heel: Murres must
eat 56% of their body mass
every day, the equivalent
of 60 to 120 finger-length
forage fish. If they don't,
they can starve in three to
five days, Piatt said.

Serving Men - Cou
Bachelor Party Specialired,
v B 0 B Criblapan

- Women - All Genders

Il: 565-9535 .

Murre die-offs have oc-
curred before but never in
such numbers and never
across three ecosystems,
Piatt said, alluding fo the
California Current System,
the Gulf of Alaska and the
Bering Sea. Biologists with
help from citizen scien-

Associated Press

fists counted or collected
62,000 carcasses, although
Piatt says the figure repre-
sents only a fraction of the
deaths because murres
spend most of their fime far
from shore.

About two-thirds of the
dead birds were adults —

and that carried ramifico-
tions for reproduction. Thir-
teen murre colonies in the
Gulf of Alaska and the Ber-
ing Sea, where thousands
of murres gather to repro-
duce, experienced com-
plete failures for at least
one breeding season dur-
ing or after the die-off.
Seabird experts early on
suspected naturally occur-
ring toxins played a role in
the deaths. So far, there
has been no evidence that
anything other than starvo-
fion could explain the mass
mortality, Piatt said.

Pulling together work done
by oceanographers, fishery
and avian disease experts
and data collected by citi-
zen scientists, Piatt and his
collaborators focused on
effects of the marine heat
wave.,

The Blob created waterwith
surface temperatures that
were more than 4 degrees
(2 degrees Celsius) above
normal. The heat wave ex-
tfended hundreds of miles
(kilometers) off shore and
hundreds of feet (meters)
below the surface.]

Ancient voice: Scientists recreate
sound of Egyptian mummy

BERLIN (AP) — Researchers
say they've mimicked the
voice of a 3,000-year-old
Egyptian mummy by rec-
reating much of its vocal
fract using medical scan-
ners, 3D printing and an
electronic larynx.

In a paper published Thurs-
day by the journal Scientific
Reports, the authors say the
technique allowed them to
produce a single sound -
somewhere between the
vowels in 'bed' and 'bad.’
The eerie tone is unlikely
fo be a precise reflection
of the speech of Egypfian
priest Nesyamun, whose

mummified body the re-
searchers worked with, be-
cause the tongue has lost
much of its bulk over three
millennia.

"We have made a faith-
ful sound for his fract in ifs
current position, but we
would not expect an ex-
act speech match given
his fongue state," said co-
author David M. Howard
of London's Royal Holloway
college.

The model alone also isn't
enough to synthesize whole
words or sentences, the au-
thors said, noting that this
would require the ability fo
calculate the audio output
from the vocal tract as ifs
shape is being changed.
"But this is something that is
being worked on, so it will
be possible one day," said
Howard.

Rudolf Hagen, an ear,
nose and throat expert
at the University Hospital
in  Wuerzburg, Germany,

who specializes in thorax
reconstruction and wasn't
involved in the study, ex-
pressed skepficism. Even
cutting-edge medicine
struggles to give living peo-
ple without a thorax a "nor-
mal" voice, he said.
Co-author John Schofield,
an archaeologist at the
University of York, said the
technique could be used
to help people interpret his-
torical heritage.

"When visitors encounter
the past, it is usually a visual
encounter," said Schofield.
"With this voice we can
change that, and make
the encounter more multi-
dimensional."

"There is nothing more
personal than someone's
voice, so we fthink that
hearing a voice from so
long ago will be an unfor-
gettable experience, mak-
ing heritage places like Kar-
nak, Nesyamun's temple,
come alive," he said..
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Connect with us!

% Rules and regulations available at the Stellaris Casino VIP Booth

(1)

$300 CASH IN TOTAL DOOR PRIZES | UNLIMITED MOJITO DURING BINGO

FEEL GOOD BINGO

Cashy ?Jrgas and Mucks More...

BUY 3 BINGO CARDS GET 1 FREE! $8.35 INCLUDING 4 PROGRESSIVE GAMES

PEOPLE & ARTS

STARTING AT

THURSDAYS I]]AM

SATURDAYS
& SUNDAYS

STARTING AT

11AM

PROGRESSIVE POWER BALLS STARTING AT $200 GOLDEN & $100 SILVER*

PEGABINGO PROGRESSIVE IS OVER 5250* | WARM-UP PROGRESSIVE IS OVER $10,000*

PLAY AND EARN POINTS DURING BINGO DAYS TO BECOME A
VIP BINGO AND WIN $100 ADDITIONAL ON YOUR BINGO PRIZE

$2,200 IN TOTAL CASH PRIZES

GAME1 $100 | GAME4 5100 GAME 6 5200 | GAME9 5300
GAME2 5100 | GAMES 5400 GAME 75200 | GAME 105500
GAME 3 s'l 00 OR THE BONUS BINGD PROGRESSIVE GAME 8 SZHH

BINGD CALL WITHIN 50 CALLS OR WITH CALL #50 WILL WIN THE PROGRESSIVE AMOUNT ON THE BOARD

>) o

www.stellariscasing.com | i www.facebook.comystellariscasing

IFBINGO IS CALLED WITHIN 50 CALLS

[1f17)
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THE BIGGEST

IN ARUBA OVER

AWG50,000.00

PROGRESSIVE
JACKPOT
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Impeachment trial not ready for broadcasi prime time

By DAVID BAUDER

AP Media Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The first
night of arguments in favor
of President Donald Trump's
impeachment before the
U.S. Senate was judged
not ready for prime time by
many of the nation's televi-
sion executives.

ABC, CBS and NBC all stuck
with regularly scheduled
programs like "Chicago
Med," "Criminal Minds" and
"Modern Family" Wednes-
day evening instead of
showing the House manag-
ers' evening session at the
impeachment trial. That
lasted about two hours, 15
minutes.

CNN and MSNBC carried
the ftrial in full. Fox News
Channel, after showing
Rep. Adam Schiff speak
for about a half hour, inter-
rupted for a story about a
child support case involv-
ing former Vice President
Joe Biden's son Hunter, and
never returned.

Even two PBS stations in the

New York area showed sci-
ence programming and
"Anfiques Roadshow" in-
stead of the trial Wednes-
day evening. PBS said it
gave its local stations the
option to show the trial or
not.

The calls Wednesday night
are significant because if
the top networks decided
not to pre-empt program-
ming on the first full night
the case against Trump
was laid out, chances are
they won't reverse course
later unless the unexpect-
ed happens.

Daytime was an intrigu-
ing contrast, since the top
three broadcasters and
cable news outlets all car-
ried Schiff's inifial stand at
the podium, which lasted
more than two hours.

It was rare for anyone in
foday's media world fo
command full felevision
aftenfion to that extent.
The Senate's rules for the
frial, which required using
a single camera on the

speaker and didn't allow
reaction shots of senators,
only served to accentuate
Schiff's message.
Meanwhile, Trump was set-
ting a record for sending
out the most tweets in a
single day since he's been
president.

For the television networks,
however, prime time is a
different animal altogether,
with more viewers and ad-
vertising revenue available.
After pulling away from
House managers Wednes-
day evening, Fox News
personalities spent much of
their time ridiculing the pro-
ceedings. Fox mostly kept a
postage stamp-size picture
of the speaker soundlessly
mouthing words in a corner
of the screen, with an invi-
tation for viewers to go on-
line if they wanted to hear
the arguments.

Fox's Tucker Carlson ran
clips of TV . commentators
on other network person-
alities who praised Schiff's
affernoon speech, call-

In this image from video, House impeachment manager Rep.
Sylvia Garcia, D-Texas, speaks during the impeachment trial
against President Donald Trump in the Senate at the U.S. Capitol
in Washington, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020.

ing the comments "porno-
graphic." He said Trump
wasn't the only victim of the
impeachment trial — sug-
gesting viewers were, too.
He brought on a former Re-
publican congressman to
talk about alleged crimes
in the Obama administro-
fion and Texas Republican
Rep. John Raficliffe fo as-
sess the trial.

"Today was really boring
and the president's de-
fense team is very happy."
Ratcliffe said.

Carlson also interviewed
Republican Sen. Josh Haw-
ley of Missouri, with the
host saying Hawley had
"stepped out of the trial" to
talk on television and criti-
cize House managers. The
interview was taped during
the frial's dinner break, a
Hawley aide said.

Similarly, Fox's Sean Hannity
labeled the impeachment
frial the "Schumer Schiff
Sham Show" and attacked
Schiff for his afternoon
speech.d
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This Sept. 26, 2008 file photo shows debate moderator Jim Leh-
rer during the first U.S. Presidential Debate between presidential
nominees Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., and Sen. Barack Obama,
D-Ill., at the University of Mississippi in Oxford, Miss.

Associated Press

'NewsHour' host and debate
moderator Jim Lehrer dies at 85

By MARK KENNEDY and DA-
VID BAUDER

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Jim Leh-
rer, longtime host of the

nightly ~ PBS  "NewsHour"
whose serious, sober de-
meanor made him the

choice to moderate 11
presidential debates be-
tween 1988 and 2012, has
died, PBS said Thursday. He
was 85.

Lehrer died "peacefully
in his sleep,” according
to PBS. He had suffered a
heart attack in 1983 and
more recently, had under-
gone heart valve surgery in
April 2008.

For Lehrer, and for his friend
and longtime partner Rob-
ert  MacNeil, broadcast
journalism was a service,
with public understanding
of events and issues its pri-
mary goal.

"We both believed the
American people were
not as stupid as some of
the folks publishing and
programming for them be-
lieved," Lehrer wrote in his
1992 memoir, "A Bus of My
Oown."

"We were convinced they
cared about the significant
matters of human events. ...
And we were certain they
could and would hang in
there more than 35 sec-
onds for information about
those subjects if given a
chance."

Tributes poured in from
colleagues and watch-
ers dalike, including from
Fox News' Bret Baier, who
called Lehrer "an inspiration
to a whole generation of
political journalists— includ-
ing this one." Dan Rather
said "few approached their
work with more equanimity
and integrity than Jim Leh-
rer." And Jake Tapper of
CNN called Lehrer "a won-
derful man and a superb
journalist." House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi called him
a "champion for truth and
fransparency.”

Many Americans knew
him best for his role as de-
bate moderator. For seven
sfraight presidential elec-
tions, he was the sole jour-
nalist sitting across from the
candidates for the first de-

bate of the general elec-
tion campaign. In 1996 and
2000, he moderated all of
the debates — five of them
— and a vice presidential
contest to boot.

He told The Associated
Press in 2011 that his goal
was to probe the candi-
dates' thinking and avoid
"gotcha" questions. He felt
his best debate perfor-
mance was in 2004, with
George W. Bush and John
Kerry, not because of any-
thing he did, but because
the candidates were able
fo state their positions
clearly.

"I didn't get in the way,"
said Lehrer, whose book
"Tension City: Inside the
Presidential Debates" told
stories of his experiences.
"Nobody was talking about
what | did as a moderator.
| didn't become part of the
story."

He was lured out of retire-
ment for his last debate in
2012 and it may have been
a mistake; he received
criticism that year for hav-
ing too light a fouch on the
proceedings.

The half-hour "Robert Mac-
Neil Report" began on PBS
in 1975 with Lehrer as Wash-
ington correspondent. The
two had already made
names for themselves at
the then-fledgling network
through their work with
the National Public Affairs
Center for Television and
its coverage of the Water-
gate hearings in 1973.

The nightly news broad-
cast, later retitled the
"MacNeil-Lehrer  Report,"
became the nation's first
one-hour TV news broad-
cast in 1983 and was then
known as the "MacNeil-
Lehrer NewsHour." After
MacNeil bowed out in
1995, it became "The News-
Hour with Jim Lehrer."

"I'm heartbroken at the loss
of someone who was cen-
fral to my professional life,
a mentor to me and some-
one whose friendship I've
cherished for decades,”
said Judy Woodruff, an-
chor and managing editor
of the PBS NewsHour, in a
statement.

Politics, international rela-

tions, economics, science,
even developments in the
arts were all given lengthy,
detailed coverage in their
show.

"When we expanded to
the hour, it changed from
being a supplement to an
alternative," Lehrer said in
1990. "Now we take the po-
sition that if you're looking
for a place to go every 24
hours and find out what's
happened and get some
in-depth treatment, we're
the place."

Lehrer moderated his first
presidential debate in 1988
and was a frequent con-
sensus choice for the task
in subsequent presidential
contests. He likened the job
to "walking down the blade
of a knife."

"Anybody who would say
it's just another TV show is a
liar or a fool," he once said.
"I know how important if is,
but it's not about me. It's
what the candidates say
that matters."

He also anchored PBS cov-
erage of inaugurations and
conventions, dismissing
criticism from other TV news
organizations that the latter
had become too scripted
to yield much in the way of
real news.

"l think when the major po-
litical parties of this country
gather together their peo-
ple and resources in one
place to nominate their
candidates, that's impor-
tant,” he told The Associ-
ated Press in 2000. "To me,
it's a non-argument. | don't
see why someone would
argue that it wasn't impor-
fant."

Naturally, Lehrer came in
forsome knocks for being so
low-key in the big televised
events. After a mafchup
between George W. Bush
and Al Gore in 2000, David
Lefterman cracked, "Last
night was probably the first
and only that time Jim Leh-
rer (was) the most exciting
person in the room."

But the real-life Lehrer —
who had a fradition of
buying a new ftie for good
luck before each debate
— was more colorful than
he might have seemed on
PBS.1
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Review:

Associated Press

ALA.NI aces on
an astounding
a capella adventure

By PABLO GORONDI
Associated Press
Paris-based, London-born
ALANI's second album,
"ACCA,” astounds with
its artistry, an adventur-
ous, almost-all a capella
recording whose infricate
arrangements and instant-
ly-familiar melodies prove
irresistible.

The self-produced "ACCA"
expands on the promise
ALANI showed on “You
& I," her 2017 debut — a
timeless album featuring
her crystalline singing and
songs set during the four
seasons of a year-long af-
fair — and opens a wide
horizon for her musical fu-
ture.

While the songs are domi-
nated by her layered vo-
cals, ALA.NI gets some as-
sistance on several tunes
from beat boxer Dave
Crowe, while Iggy Pop re-
cites in French in a possible
Leonard Cohen homage
on “Le Diplomate” and
also has a much more typi-
cal cameo on “Bitch.”
There's also some bass gui-
tar, cello and accordion,
while a discrete string quar-
tet performs on the genfle,
lullaby-like “In the Land,”
and on “Hide,” which
sounds the most like a “You

& 1" bonus track. Lakeith
Stanfield’s rap on “Van P”
provides a bit of contrast-
ing frenzy. Stylistically, ALA.
NI proves to be quite re-
sourceful, taking the songs
in both traditional and
more modern directions.
“Shalala,” as you may
have guessed, is in a doo-
wop mode, while “Papa”
and “Van P" are basically
stripped-down contempo-
rary. "Papa” in particular is
ripe for a smart, respectful
remix, its beats and chants
practically dance floor
ready. Opener "“Differently”
sounds like an ode to diver-
sity or romantic skills, but, a
bit like The Police’s “Every
Breath You Take,” it can
also have a more ominous
interpretation, a sentiment
that also fits the dense and
infense “Wales.”

“"Away Go" ends "ACCA"
on a purely vocal note,
as ALANI bares her heart-
break and makes it impos-
sible to listen without being
affected by her emotional
plea for separation.
ALA.NI's again shows her-
self to be an extraordi-
narily skilled musician and
“"ACCA" is an emotionally
piercing album that's up-
holds her ability to create
some timeless sounds.[]

Ousted Grammy chief
suggests awards are tainted

This Nov. 14, 2019 file photo shows Grammys CEO Deborah Du-
gan at the 20th Latin Grammy Awards in Las Vegas.
Associated Press

By DAVID BAUDER

AP Media Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The oust-
ed head of the Grammy
Awards says that music's
biggest awards are tainted
because of conflicts of in-
terest that infect how cer-
tain songs and artists are
nominated.

Nevertheless, Deborah Du-
gan said in an interview
on ABC's "Good Morning
America" on Thursday that
she plans to watch the
Grammys this weekend.
Dugan was fired only
months into herjob as head
of the Recording Academy
and this week filed an ex-
plosive complaint with the
Equal Opportunity Employ-
ment Commission that al-
leged she was sexually ha-
rassed and that the music
organization was a "boy's
club" that favors friends.
The academy, which has
accused Dugan of mis-
conduct, has said it has
launched an investigation.
The personnel allegations
had largely overshadowed
Dugan's charges about the
infegrity of the Grammys'
awards process — ad huge
problem given that its an-
nual ceremony is set to be

televised on CBS in three
days.

"The system should be
fransparent and there are
incidents of conflicts of in-
terest that taint the results,"
Dugan said on ABC.

Her complaint charged
that a "secret committee"
that decides who getfs
Grammy nominations con-
tains people with business
and personal relationships
with artists, and that they
push their favorites ahead.
The Grammy membership
generally selects 20 poten-
tial nominees in categories
and internal committees
whittle those lists down fo
the five or seven eventual
nominees.

She charged that an artist
who was ranked 18th out
of 20 in the initial song of
the year process last year
got a nomination and the
artist was actually on the
committee that decided
the nominees. The same
artist, who Dugan did not
identify, is represented pro-
fessionally by someone on
the Recording Academy
board.

Dugan suggested the
conflict was behind two
notable snubs in the cat-

egory, of songs performed
by Ariana Grande and Ed
Sheeran, although there
has been some question
about whether Grande
had submitted her indelible
hit, "Thank U, Next," for the
award.

Brandi Carlile, Kendrick La-
mar and Lady Gaga were
among the nominees for
this award, which was won
by "This is America," per-
formed by Childish Gam-
bino.

In the category of jazz vo-
cals, Dugan alleged that
an artist nominated for an
award participated in the
nomination process. Again,
she did not name the artist
involved.

Overall, she said some
30 artists whose work was
not chosen as a potential
nominee by the Record-
ing Academy membership
were added to that list be-
cause they had personal or
business relationships with
people on the nomination
committees or the Acad-
emy's board.

Dugan also said that nomi-
nations were handed out
fo songs or albums be-
cause the producer of the
annual awards show want-
ed them to be performed
on the show.

Producer Ken Ehrlich did
not answer a message
seeking a response to Du-
gan's allegations.

Despite her charges, Du-
gan said she's watch-
ing Sunday because she
worked very hard on the
show and loves the artists
who will be performing.

"l couldn't say more positive
things about all of the nom-
inations and everyone that
performs,” she said. "Oh, my
God, | hate that I'm in this
sifuation because I'd much
rather be talking about the
artists and their music."






